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NEW MEMBERS -

Three new members to welcome this issue:

Mr. Robert Benson Mr. John A. frost Dr. James Hugo

On behalf of the membership, welcome into the club! It should
be noted that thanks are due many of the old time members for talking
up our society and contributing to the obvious growth of our society.
Membership continues to grow which in turn allows the society to look
ahead for bigger and better projects.

LETTER FROM OUR.NEW CHAIRMAN -

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE JSS/US MEMBERSHIP

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation on
being elected Chairman of our Society for 1975 and 1976, and to share a
few thoughts with you on where I see us going during this period. After you
have read this through, please give careful consideration to the alternatives
and projects discussed, then take a few minutes to drop me a line and give
me your own views on the ideas mentioned. How would they serve your own
interests and those of the Society as you see it? In addition, what suggestions
do you have to make? Lveryone's input is required and appreciated. Your
comments will be of great assistance tc the officers of the Society, all of whom
want this organization to be of real benefit to the membershin.

I believe that the Society has made significant progress during the last
few years, and that has been through the hard and unselfish work of a number
‘of people who are well known to us all by their contributions to the Newsletter,
the Bulletin, the Tanto translation, etc. I fully expect that our bi-monthly
Newsletter under the able direction of Ron Hartmann, and the 1975 Bulletin
will continue to improve from the strong foundation already exhibited. In
addition, the oshigata book, the plans for which wers mentioned by Ron in the
Jan.-Feb, Newsletter, has every promise of being a fascinating and valuable
study and reference document. However I do see two zeneral problem areas, if
I may call) them that for lack of a better term, that I would lilke to encourage
some progress on during my tenure in office. That can only happen with your

interest and co-operation.

s 1. Keep %
America i
Beautiful L







Q LETTER (cont'd)

3. Should we consider making a serious effort to secure a Society polisher
who can also do shirasaya? This of course was a major undertaking of the past.,
There are obvious benefits, but speaking as someone who has already looked into
this issue a littls, there are also very serious obstacles to both getting one and
functioning with one. As an alternative we could try to establish a nipeline
to a responsible and abls Japanese polishing firm, with swords perhaps being
most efficiently funnelled through a specific US location.

L. Would the membership be interested in the Society issuing a book of
oshigata and commentary on bledes of interest that are currently in our
own collections? How about a book of tsuba and fittings photozraphs along
with commentary? Alternatively should we sponsor a catalog of a museum—-Society

collection and/or exhibition? There are several very good and little known
museum collections in both the US and Canada.

5. Should we undertake the sponsorship of a shinsa? That might be done
in co-operation with some Japanese group, or perhaps we could try it as a Joint
effort calling on a small group of thoroughly knowledgezble and experienced
collectors and students outsidz of Japan., Again, as in several of the above,
we might try to secure foundation support. Short of a shinsa, we might wish
to sponsor a serious blade and/or tsuba study clinic. These would be very
labor intensive events, and while some might call them pretentious, they may
well be viable.

6. In addition of our library service, should we go into the book, Jjournal,
and monograph selling business on a nomn-profit basis? There is an continuing
flood of materials, all of which are not carried by any dealer that I know of,
and about which many of our members know little.

7. Should we sponsor a widely advertized and centrally or conveniently
located sale and auction of Japanese martial equipment? This would be different
from and not necessarily in compstition with the usual shows. As far as I
know this is something that no organization has tried as yet. & professional
auctionser could be used, the commission could be very competitive with the
standard auction houses, and commission revenue would go to the treasury of
the Society.

8. Finally, should we sponsor a sword study tour of Jaspan? Perhaps we
could co-ordinate a Javanese sword tour of North America. The former is of
course being dons by other groups, and at the very least we ought to lat
our membership know of those events.

Let me again urge you to give me your reactions. What would meet your
interests, where do you see the Society going, what suggestions do you have?
How would you be interested in participating? Whatsver is done will be
dependent on what you want and on how willing you are to support it., Just
drop me a line,

trnold Frenzel,







. David continued on with some general discussion on the Christlan
Theme as follows.

There are some other designs however, which are mistaken for
Coristian emblems, such as these:

Mon of SHIMAZU FAMILY (actually, from what 1 under-
QY stand derived from the character "TA" )J) -rice field).

"Cross" design on stencilled armour leather. This

i1s actually a stylized depiction of the iris plant.

The origin goes back centurlies before
christianity was l1atroduced!

JU-JI MOKKO and other four-lobed shapes; also the
KUTSUWAS (horse-bit). These, while vaguely cross-
shaped, long predate the arrival of europeans in
Japan. It 1s quite reasonable to assume that
Japanese christians made use of such symbols in
order to hide their bellefs from official view, but
one must be very careful 1m assigning christian
symbolism to all such elements of design. 1 am
even a bit suspicious of the JUJI - the numeral

ten 1tself; as I have seen 1t used in mon on pleces
of armour which are definitely late Edo period - a
time when the ban on Christianity was still in full
force.

\S KuTsuwh -

TCKEN BIJUTSU (NBTHK Journal) -

For many years now 1t has been the wish of most of us to see
s~2e of the fine material which is regularly printed in the TOKEN
EIJJISU, presented "in english". To our delight - starting with the
arril 1975 issue - an engllish "contents" page plus a complete english
text to the "celebrated blade" fold-out (full length oshigata), has
been introduced in this fine journal! This addition of english will
greatly help the non-japanese speaking collector learn more and will
prove a great ald in his future studies of the sword.

It 1s suggested, to show our appreciation to NBTHK, that everyone
write the museum and express your personal thanks for this help. Letters
heve already been sent to Dr. Homma and Dr. Sato by our Chalrman and
by the NEWSLETTER, but personal thanks will greatly help in getting the
zessage to the museum that the need for more such help is wanted.

Do your part as a JSS/US member - write: Nippon Bijutsu Token
=czon Kyokal Tokyo, Japan - and say
. tcanks! Membershlp i1s most worthwhile since it brings you this fine
Jcurnal monthly, providing hundreds of oshigata for study each year.
Membership is $30US/annually - do 1t today!
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"85IGaTA (cont'd)

=CX_TO ORDER PAPER -

3 |

Pressure-sensative paper can be purchased directly from Dave Pepin'
"7 e peper supplied will be in rolls 2 3/4" x 50 feet long and will :
~*=~2 the "grid" printed on them. This will be encugh for 60 - 80 #
.e1.gata. Price 1s $7.30 postage pald - check made payable. to Dave,
Please allow two {2) weeks deiilvery time, Dave will advise via card .:
any extended delay is encountered due to any delay 1ln ordering the rarer
orn his end.

o
-

EXAXPLES OF OSHIGATA -




MEMBERSHIP WELFARE - .

Word had come in that Andy Quirt of Minneapolls area has recently
undergone very serious surgury and is presently on the recovery list.
Andy 1s well known to many of us and perhaps a letter or a card would
help brighten up those bed-ridden days of recovery. Apparently the
situation was very serious but word has it that he i1s on the up-swing
now. Drop him a line - he would no doubt appreciate the thought.

A WORD ABOUT OUR NEW MEMBER -

One of our new members announced in this issue, Mr. Bob Benson,
promises to be of much importance to us. Bob is well known by the
sword world since he 1s an accredited polisher - having studied in
Japan for years during which time he received many top honors from
polishing contests! Bob has offered to supply us with articles from
time to time (the first of which is already in-hand), and it is obvious
that he will be a true asset to our group.

WANTED ITEMS -

Attractive Japanese MATCHLOCKS wanted. Also seeking a wakizashi-
slze tsuba of shakudo with wave motif and the NALTO family crest( : )
in gold-tone relief; needed to complete a mounting set. Also am in
need of tsuba, kogal, and/or menuki of the KURiKARA DRAGON in gold
on a field of nanako shakudo. if any of the above are available, pleas.
contact: Alan Feldman

OSHIGATA READING -

Notice: I will be glad to read inscriptions free of charge and
send the reading back with all the research material that 1 am able to
find on the smith. No attempt wiil be made to qualify any signiture
as fake or genuine. Please make good clear oshigata of the entire
tang. Send to: Paul Couch

FROM A LONDON PAPER -

A word of encouragement on values???

d ° ' By Our Art Sales =~ - ->.Mr Abdel Salam paid £2.600
{ £2,600 paid | | corempontent fo 8 Toon, GecorstSs” wih s
S SR ‘A MORNING and after- sune, and £1,900 f Tsub
R T ; A noon sale of the collec- dlécor-a?gld with the o‘gs %oet,: :
v : on of Tsuba, Japanese '
for Japanese | | tion of Touba 3
, 5 o sword guards, formed by )
| \ the late Mr William ,
. 'SWOI'd. g‘uard }f;g%%rat a??&?égi’srgvzl;::f I'tie Daily Telegraph, Wednesday, May 21, 1975
g . day’. ] ) T k| sy e

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -

The next issue of the NEWSLETTER is due out around the 1lst week '
of August. Please have any material intended for that issue to_the
editor no later than the end of July. Thank You. v

RON HARTMANN
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