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ELECTION OF OFFICERS -

The election of soclety officers for the two-year term (1977-78)
would normally be initliated with this lssue of the Newsletter. As it
has turned out, completion of the slate of nominees has not been form-
alized as of yet and therefore, the election must be temporarily post-
poned. If all goes well, the officers-to-be will have the blessings
of a JSS/US shinsa involvement (see the following TSG show report) and
consequently, a good and deliberate selection of nominees 1is of utmost
importance. Thils 1s one reason for the delay 1in establishing the slate.
The membership will be promptly advised of developments as they occure.
Your understanding in this matter 1is apprecliated.

NEW MEMBERS -

We are proud to welcome six new members into our society with this
concluding issue of the Newsletter for 1976:

V.. Porter;

M.S. Martin;

David Cibik;
William Litwin;
Pnillip H. Davis;
Donald Michlelsens;

BULLETIN MATERIAL NEEDED -

Front-page priority 1s glven this very important message at this
time. Materlal 1s gathered during the course of the year for inclusion
in the soclety annual, the BULLETIN. As 1977 approaches 1t's end the
need for material to be included in our annual becomes a reallity, and
a plea to our membership will hopefully quench this need by rounding
up some good material for this coming publication. Translations, good
discoveries, research material - a wealth of material exists within cur
ranks and all it takes is your time to "rough it out" on paper for it
to be presented in our year-end publication. Gilve tnis plea your fu..
consideration - share that learning - 1t 1s a very good feeling to ke
able to share ones apprecilation and education - do it toaay!

Keez
Amer ca
1. Bea.
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TOKEN STUDY GROUP SHOW REPORT -

The annual Token Study Group sword show was presented in Chicago
during the weekend of October 16th/17th and as expected, was a huge
success.

This event was of particular importance due to the presence of
John Yumoto, who was on hand the entire weekend to act as sensel to
the group. John tirelessly answered a multitude of questions during
the course of the show, to the delight of all those attending. An
evening of lecture was presented on Saturday and was equally rewarding.

A JSS/US meeting (general meeting) was intended but unfortunately,
simply did not develop. Perhaps it would be best to preset a time well
ahead of show time for our meetings and not rely on available time at
the time of the show. The same lack of a meeting developed during our
St .Louls show because of everyone being caught-up 1in the excltement
of the weekend. Next occassion will be better handled as far as at
JSS meeting goes.

A luncn-meeting was realized wnich included John Yumoto, Pete Bleed,
Ted Wysocky, Otto Nishida, and Ron Hartmann at wnich time discussion
for a JSS/US and TSG Jolint venture in a shinsa was neld. It was a very
basic meeting but prospects look good that a 1978 sninsa/seminar will
take place as a Joint venture of our two groups. More on this as plans
formulate. ‘

Congratulations to the Token Study Group officers and members for
a most enjoyable weekend. We all look forward to the next year's event.

NEW POLISHER ON THE SCENE -

During the Chicago TSG show, anncuncements were distributed for
polishing services offered by NIHONTO KEMYA LTD. of Denton, Texas. A
letter to the service brought tnis information which ls offered as a
service (not an indorsement) to our members.

"Concerning our polisher. his name is William Trevino, and he has
studied under the tutlege of Mr. Seikichl Kurokawa of Kamakura, Javan.
His apprenticeship lasted approximately three years, during which time
he has polished over 130 swords of different types. The quality of nis
work varies with the quality of the blade and constant improvement 1is
his goal. We hope this will shed some light upon your inquiry."

Other sword services are also offered by this company. For further
information it 1s suggested that you contact NIHONTO KEMMA LID., It 1s
reminded thatthis 1s not an indorsement but only a general information
service.

1976 SWORD TRIP TO JAPAN -

The sword trip to Japan under the guidance of sensel John Yumoto
had only two participants this year. The benefits of such a small group
became evident when vislits to the homes of sword dignitaries and rare
personal vislts were realized. A full report of this educational advent-
ure, reported by Charles Ross, follows:
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Yoshihara demonstrated how to temper a blade. He and his
brother each patiently mixed a different type of clay mixture.
One type that let the heat in was applied to the area to be
tempered; the other type that kept heat out was applied to the area
that was not to be tempered. We watched him heat the blade until
it was red, and then plunge it into the water which was the temper-
ature of the unheated forge room. Unfortunately this tanto developed
a small crack at the instant it was submerged in the water.
Yoshihara said that he heard the crack. Although the crack was
just barely visable, he tossed the tanto into the discard pile.

November 7 through 11:

To keep my report short, I will deal briefly with these five
days. They were very interesting and consisted primarily of a cultural
tour of four cities--Okayama, Osaka, Kyoto, and Nagoya.

In Okayama, we visited the Korakuen gardens, one of the three
greatest in Japan, and toured Ikeda Castle.

In Osaka, we toured the famous 0Osaka Castle, built in 1583
by Hideyoshi Toyotomi and burned down in 1615 with the fall of
the Toyotomis. The present castle was reconstructed in 1931.

In Kyoto, we stayed at a Ryokan, which is a Japanese style
Inn. We visited a sword store and numerous antique stores that
had some tsubas and other sword fittings.

In Nagoya the highlight was a visit by train and car to the
town of Tsuge near which is the former house of the famous Ninja
leader, Iga. We made a conducted tour of his house with its
secret hideaways and exits and of the museum that contains weapons
and various articles used by the Ninjas.

November 12:

We took the early morning bullet train from Nagova to Tokyo.
The weather was solidly overcast and foggy, but suddenlv we caught
a beautiful view of just the top one third of Mount Fuji bathed in
sunlight, and in just ten seconds it was again covered by clouds
and fog.

The 25th Annual Conference of the Nippon Bijutsu Token Hozon
Kyokai was held in Tokyo on the 12, 13 and 14 November, 1976.
This conference was scheduled to coincide with the Special
Exhibition of Arms and Armor at the National Museum at Ueno, so
we went for the second time to the National Museum.

We met up with Randolph Caldwell and Mike Quigley, thus a
total of five Americans attended the NBTHK conference. There
were five collectors from Great Britain and ten from the Euronean
mainland.
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JSS /US NEW ENGLAND BRANCH ORGANIZED -

A group of 1interested Japanese sword fanciers, headed by Betty
Killam and Paul Bayarinas, have formed a branch of the JSS/US to be
located in the Connecticut area. Thls energetic undertaking has the
goal of bringing more sword study, through lectures and collector
association, to this specific area of the states. Their first meeting
attracted fourteen people (a real success!) which assured the success
of future meetings. Two officers were elected, Paul Bayarinas as the
Chairman and Linda (his wife) as secretary/treasurer. Their next sword
meeting will be February 4th of next year and anyone in the area is
most welcome to Joln in the event. For further information, contact:
Paul Bayarinas; Our best wishes to the success of tnis branch!

INDEX TO (5) VOLUME NIHONTQO NEWSLETTER -

At long last, an alphabetical index to Albert Yamanaka's important
NIHONTO NEWSLETTER series has been created! A workable (15) page typed
index, hopefully will give us a much needed assist in locating specific
material with a minimum of effort in this voluminous works. Tne index
1s double spaced to allow additions. The index is available for $6.00
per copy. Order your copy today direct from the Newsletter editor.

WANTED AND FOR SALE COLUMN - (A free service to our members)

* WANTED: to exchange with other members - 1) Oshigata or sketches
of hamon by Ishido Korekazu I and II; 2) Oshigata of the first few
Tadayoshl; 3) Oshigata of tangs of the first few Ecanizen Yasutsugu.Needed:
a copy of Yasutsugu Talkan and odd coples of WB3IHK Juyo series. Contact:
Graham Curtis;
*WANTED: Oshigata and and exchange on the Bizen Sukesada line.
Contact: Curtis Uhls;

AWANTED: High quality Shinto and Shinshinto katana - any conditiocn.
Contact: Fred Lohman;

*WANTED: A kodzuka in the style of mokume/checkered work as drawn
below (also see p.IV in Peabody): N— :

...or similar

or pine tree motif. Contact: Ron Hartmann c/o Newsletter.

#FOR SALE: At present I am weeding out several tsuba from my group
ranging from average to expensive gquality. Contact: Ron hartmam n(above)
for descriptions and prices.

# FOR SALE: A non-collector has a group of tsuba for sale - some
too high and some priced right. Perhaps someone mignt rcund up some
goodies. Contact: There are some riice tsuba to be had nere! Tnis
1s mentioned as a possible benefit to an interested member.
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UNDERSTANDING NIE AND NIOIL

(Part four of a series on furthering the understanding of
nie and niol as complled by R.Hartmann from Nihontc Newsletter)

TOGARI NIOI

In this case, the yakiba (edge of the hamon) is not pointed, but
the niol is pointed Pointed niol 1s quite often mistaken for a point-
ed yakiba. The two are worlds apart and very different from one another.
A pointed nioli from the midare hamon is the characteristic of Bizen
blades. A polnted hamon is characteristic of Mino blades.

niol into ji e o AAsA“T hamon is pointed
like a cloud/?gyéﬁik*wﬁ“&uAk i 7" niloi stays witn
- hamon
POINTED NIOI (like inverted ashi) POINTED HAMON

Such smiths as Sakon Shogen Nagamitsu (Nagamitsu Il) have thils
pointed niol from the peaks of the kochojl midare. The peaks of the
pointed niol enter the ji area. This 1s also fcund on the works of
Oel Bizen Yasumitsu.

MISCELLANEOUS

In comparing the width of the niol line in the valley of the
midare hamon and of the peaks of the midare, it will be found that
the peak niol line 1is much wider than that of the valley.

WW

Niol 1is generally found on uhe top of the yakiba (edge of hamon)
or in the form of ashil, forming a sort of profile of the yakiba. How-
ever, at times one encounters a blade with a nioil in which the whole
of the hamon seems to be made up of niol and it 1is just that, the whole
hamon 1s filled with nioil. This type of nioi is what 1s termed as
SHIMARANATI NIOI meaning "not closed". Niol in such cases 1ls very flat
and there 1s no life in it. The habuchi does not have the vigor one
expects of a niol edge. Tnls type of niol is usually found on blades
of Shinshinto Bilzen smitns.

Ashl 1s the form of niol which clings togetner and enters the
hamon into towards the cutting edge. 2777y

Yo are like footprints within the hamon and are small patches of
nioil (tails of ashi) within the hamon.

— b & - L

Nioi Kuzure appears as areas independent of the hamon a temper
in various circular formations. This is often found in works made 1in
Bizen tradition from late Yoshino and well into Sengoku Perlod. This
can be seen in works of Yozozaemon no Jo Sukesada, Klyomitsu or Katsu-
mitsu. They are even found on works which are made in suguha.

NW‘(‘\/—-W
o PG - -
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CORRECTION NOTED:

The last issue of the Newsletter was mistakenly dated November-
December and should be corrected to read September-Cctober. Please
correct your fliles.

1977 DUES -

Although 1977 dues will be called for with the first issue of the
Newsletter in February, payment now would be appreciated. Note your
membership cards and anyone with due date 1/1/77 should send their £10
($14 foreign) to the Treasurer. Your cooperation and prompt payment
i1s greatly appreciated.

Several times this year the question came up as to the mailing out
of membership cards - why a delay at times. To save postage, cards are
usually sent out witn the next issue of the Newsletter. At times tnis
means a two-month delay, thus the concern of some members. Thls policy
should had been explained earlier - please do not be concerned if sucn
a delay takes place - it is only our way of handling the matter.

JESESESEEESEENSSEEEEES TESESSEEXESENESEESSEES SEsSsESEESEEEEEEEES SEsEssESsEESEEESEEEEES ssms

QUEST IONS AND ANSWERS -

Gary Haulman has asked what significance "notches" or "deep file
mark" on the edge of a nakago might have. This question has come up
several times before and apparently, these are simply identifying marks
which usually appear also on the seppa, tsuka, tsuba (sometimes) and
identified the sword with its specific fittings. Thils is very often
found on military mountings too.

Ron Hartmann recently asked for the proper manner of "seating"
a kogatana 1in a kodzuka. Yamanaka advised that most kogatana tangs
have a slight bend to them and it 1s this bend which seats the blade.
The parer wedge often found near the machl simply snims tne blade to
a good solid seat. Albert adds that a kogatana should always be re-
movable and never glued tightly into place.

BIRMINGHAM 2ND ANNUAL SWORD SHOW ANNOUNCED -

The second annual Southeast Token Kal sword show and seminar will
be held the weekend of February 19 and 20 in Birmingham, Alabama.
This years show promises to be ancther success with John Yumoto on hand
as sensel and lecturer. Plan to attend....the event draws not only
the "old hands" but many new faces from this corner of the states, wnich
results 1n an enjoyable and well-rounded sword event.

For further information and details, contact: Paul Couch;

Editors note: Namban collectors....Paul has (had?) a super unigue
namban-style wakizashl mounting of importance. Tnls style is often
overlooked, thus this mention at tnlis time. Write Paul for details.
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A SENSEI IS AVAILABLE -

It 1s felt at thls time that perhaps mention should be made
pertalning to John Yumoto's wlllingness to be sensel to the many
sword collectors here in the states. At the February Birmingham
show and agailn during the Chicago event, John expressed nls desire
to share hls knowledge with us. Thls sharing can be realized by
bringing John to your local group for lecturing. As soon as John
retires (this coming year?) he will make himself available for Jjust
such a teachlng venture,

The cost of such an undertaking can easily be off-set by charging
whatever the cost divides up to be between the people asking John to
lecture. Hopefully we in St.Louls will be able to do this in the near
future (nobody has been approached on this as of this time tnough) in
the hopes that such a personalized lecture would greatly benefit us.
This 1s mentlioned here as a suggestion in order to make John's very
sincere intent as teacher, known to all of us. It 1s further suggested
that anyone wanting more information on this should approach John
personally and ask for his suggestlons.

SUPPLIES -
An up-dated 1list of supplies and books avallable from your sword

socliety, 1s encluded with this Newsletter., Send your order and check
(in U.S. funds please) to your Treasurer c/o the Newsletter.

Our supply of uchiko kits arrived in good order and we now have

a good supply which should last awhile. The stock will be reordered
as 1t goes down.

BOOKS AVAILABLE -

A small supply of the very excellent Christies catalogue for the
HARTMAN COLLECTION auction is on hand at $25 each. An abundant supply
of the PEABODY TSUBA COLLECTION and the TOKEN TAIKAI book of lectures
1s also on hand. See the supplles list for prices and details.

NIHONTO NEWSLETTER REPRINT -

Mentlion was made in our last Newsletter of the possibility of
having a 1limited number of NIHONTO NEWSLETTER reprinted. Several of
the members have expressed thelr desire for such coples and from this
list we can get some idea as to the feasibllity of this. Paul Couch
has done some serlious research into reprinting this works too and the
cost does present a problem. The membership will certainly be kept up
on any developments 1n this matter - 1t will not be dropped. As a
suggestion, anyone having sets available for sale or trade might advise
the Newsletter of thlis and at least some members could acquire a copy.

NEXT NEWSLEITER DEADLINE - The January-IFebruary issue of the Newsletter
wlll come out about the 1lst of February 1977. Please have material
for that 1issue in the hands of the editor no later than the end of

January. It has been a very good year for JSS/US and 1977 promises

to be even better! SQASOUS GQEET-/UGS
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Order from:

LIST OF SWORD SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FROM JSS/US

UCHIKO KITS (sword care kits) -
Packaged in a quality white wood box, the kit contalns uchiko,
brass hammer/mekugli remover, sword oil and papers. This kit
is the same as sold by NBTHK in Japan. Price $9.00 per Kkit.

UCHIKO POWDER POM-POM - $1.00 each

BRASS HAMMER - $1.50 each

SWORD OIL - Large Bottle (100cc) - $5.00 each.
Small Bottle (20 cc) - $1.50 each.

OSHIGATA PAPER - fine grade Kaga rice paper in 12" x 16" sheets as
supplied by NBTHK. Picks up the flnest details when making
oshigata of a nakago. Price $4.00 per (20) sheets.

INK STONES - (for use with oshigata paper) - $3.00 each

MEKUGI REMOVERS - Made in the design of a small tsuba and with cord
for attaching to belt. $5.00 each

SAGEO CORDS , SHIRAZAYA BAGS, KOSHIRAE BAGS - These items are not
stocked at this time but efforts will be made to keep a small
quantity avalilable for members convenience.

ENGLISH INDEXES AVAILABLE -

NIHONTO NEWSLETTER - A (15) page typed double-spaced alphabetical

index to Albert Yamanaka's excellent 5-volume sword study
published from 1968 - 1972, $6.00 per index.

SHINTO-SHU - English translation to the index of thils excellent
book of oshigata, convenlently cross-indexed with Hawley,
Kawaguchl Koto/Shinto Taikan, and Fuj]ishiro. $3.00/index

SUKASHI TSUBA, by Shibata - Index translation. $1.00

SHINSHINTO TAIKAN - index translation. $1.00

HYAKU TSUBA (100 favorite tsuba) - $1.00

BACK ISSUES_OF SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS - About 80% of the Newsletters
and 50% of the past Bulletins are avallable. 3till a lot of
important information in these availlable coples. $25.00 lot
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BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE JSS/US (or at discounted prices) -

TANTO, by Suzukl - An english translaticn of the text of this
excellent Japanese book of plates showing fine tanté. The
translation was undertaken by JSS/US and published in 1973.
Although the book of plates is now unavailable, the inform-
ation contained in the translation is still very useful
and educational in the study of tantd. Price: §5.00

TOKEN TAIKAI, (various authors) - A speclally prepared book of
lectures and papers presented during the 1976 Token Taikai
Shinsa and Sword Seminar held in San Francisco (Northern
California Sword Group). A must for all libraries. $10.00

THE PEABODY MUSEUM COLLECTION OF JAPANESE SWORD GUARDS, by Hamilton.
A well-done book of plates with english descriptions showing
selected examples of tsuba (and some other fittings) from
the Peabody Museum of Salem, Massachusets. $9.00

EARLY JAPANESE SWORD GUARDS; SUKASHI TSUBA, by Masayukl Sasano.
The finest english book available with excellent plates
showing classic iron sukashi-work tsuba. This book is a
must for everyone! The excellent photography and the
poetic descriptions by Mr. Sasano are guaranteed to create
a love for iron sukashi tsuba within all readers. This
book 1is available DIRECT FROM THE PUBLISHER: A special
discounted price of $12.00 per book 1s available to JSS/US
members (note your membership
on your order). This discount was given us by Mr. Sasano
as a favor to our group.

THE HARTMAN COLLECTION OF JAPANESE METALWORK (Cristie, Manson % Wood)
A beautifully illustrated hard-cover catalogue with
valuable descriptions of each item. 1976 issue. $25.00 each.

LIST OF NAMES AND KAKIHAN, by Joly. 1963
A few coples left of this unique work. $12.00 each

MISCELLANEQUS -

A SHORT ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNING COLLECTORS OF
JAPANESE SWORDS, by Arnold Frenzel. (copy available free upon
request )

SHIRAZAYA SERVICES - write:
(for info/prices)

write:

BOOKS ON SWORDS - wrlite for 1list:
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