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ELECTION OF DIRECTORS -

Nominations for the office of Director (12-Directors to be
elected) were requested in the last Newsletter. "According to
A. Z. Freeman, who 18 acting as a nomlnatlions committee along
with our Secretary Bill Miller, membership response was very
good and a good slate of nominees will be avallable for place-
ment on the ballot. The ballotswill be malled 2long with the
November-December Newsletter.

Several other ltems requiring membership approval will also
be placed on thls coming ballot, These items are discussed briefly
in the followilng report from your Secretary. Dlscusslion on these
ltems will also be in this i1ssue and the next lssue of the paper
so that the membership can be kept 1nformed of the 1ssues to be
voted upon.

JSS/US MEETINGS HELD IN CHICAGO -

During the Chicago Token Study Group sword show the weekend
of October 5th, é6th and 7th, an Officers/Directors meetling held.
A General V“Membership meeting was also held. Durlng the Officers/
Directors meeting a number of toplcs were dlscussed at length.
Primarily the meeting delt with several proposals which were then
presented to the membership during the General meeting Saturday
evenlng. Dilscusslion from the flcor wasg lively at timesS as each
toplc was presented and dlecussed. Minutes of the General Member-
shlp meeting are presented below.

October 6, 1979 meetlng of JSS/US was held at 8:00 P.M. at
the Chicago Token Study Group sword show. Mr. Peter Bleed (JSS
Executlive Vice Chalirman) presented the following to the members
present for a general discussion.

A. That $25 be pald to anyone submitting and having accepted,
articles for the Newsletter or annual Bulletin. The follow-
ing discussion indicated & feellng that thls small amount
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Meeting (cont'd.)

would not motivate people to send in articles. An alternatlve
suggestion was that a free membership (1 year membership) be
given instead. Baglc agreement was reached that a token
amount such as this, however small, would at least show the
clubs appreclation for helping the publications.

B. That the Editors of the Bulletin and Newsletter, each be pald
$250 expense allowance. The general discussion among members
favored this proposal given the time and effort needed to
produce these publications.

C. That the dues be increased to $15 US/Canada and to §20 foreign.
Thls proposal brought on the most lively discussions of the
evening. Some members felt that we should have tangible plans
for the money before increasing revenues.

From the Board of Dilrectors slde, the Jjustiflcations are as
follows: The fact that our .treasury 1s now at the highest
level in our history we have decided to venture into a pro-
gram of publishing and translating some basic and more advanc-
ed Japanese sword and fittings books. The money we have now
wlll get thls program off the ground. To sustain thlis we have
to have a substantial revenue source that we can count on.

Glven that fact that dues payment schedule is January of
each year, if we do not act on the increase now, 1t would be
1981 before we would have additional money avallable, based
on planning that 1s now belng worked on. We have never had
an increase 1n dues since the Soclety nas started. But
regretfully, inflation has eroded the purchasing power of
our dues to the extent that the Officers feel we have no
alternative but an increase.

D. That the Board of Directore be elected as follows: 6 Directors
for a 3-year term and 6 Directors for a 2-year term. The
O6fflcers felt thls was necessary to retaln some continulty
on the board. We shall always have experlienced people
administering the Club following these procedures.

These motions will be included on the Election Bullot for
Board of Directors. It 1s hoped that all of the members will take
the time and interest in the Soclety to act on these motions and
return their ballot by mall.

(signed) B1ll Miller
JSS/US Secretary

A few comments on these motions at this time might glve some
food for tnought with regards to how to vote on them.

Motlion A - The paying out of a token honorarium to contributors
to the Newsletter and Bulletin was proposed in good faith, but there
are some problems to conslder. If the honorarium be a cash fee
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Meeting (cont'd.)

then 1t must be determined just when this fee be glven. It was
mentioned that any article recelving this fee would need to be

of some establlshed slze at least. Should 1t include the brief
but often time consuming oshigata articles? How often can a
contributor receive this fee each year? Should 1t be restricted?
If the dollar-fee fall the the side and a free years membership
be glven lnstead, what about Life Members and Honorary Members,
how would thnls be handled? In the past contributors have given
thelir articles to us simply because they wanted to, or had been
asked to do such an article. Perhaps the satisfaction of sharing
one's knowledge ls reward enough. A few complimentary letters
from the membership can certalnly go a long was 1n saylng thanks.
So you see there are a number of things to conslder with regards
to paylng an honorarium type token fee or gift.

Motion C - Nobody really objected to paying more dues when
tnis motion was open for discussion. The objJection was that dues
would be raised simply to raise dues. It was requested that some
projected expences budget be prepared prior to asking for a dues
increase. Thls projected budget will be attempted and will be
presented in some respectable form in the next Newsletter.

The questlon was asked wny we should charge our forelgn
members more dues than US/Canadian members. It should be pointed
out that a nominal additional $# is added onto forelgn dues at
present because mallings go via alr mail (except Bulletin) and
at todays postal rates plus cost of producling the publications
we Just break even or even lose slightly on each forelgn member-
shlp. Our distant members seem very happy to pay the little
extra just to be able to get alr service on thelir mallings.

One last mentlon with regards to bullding up the Soclety
financlally. Do not forget that our "paid advertising", if
handled properly, can greatly assist us in buillding up our work-
ing capltal. Supply sales also asslst wlth books being our most
profitable venture. Most other suppllies are sold at very little
above our cost. All supplies are carried as an incentive to being
a member wlth profits being a side beneflt for us.

EDITORIAL FROM A PARTICIPANT OF THE TSG SWORD SHOW -

Once again we have observed conduct by a few of those attend-
ing tne sword show which, to say the least was very oblectlonable.
Numerous complaints were heard and observances made of the physical
mistreatment of swords, etec. We can only hope that this mishandl-
ing of ltems can somenow be stopped. Over the last few years we
have seen a rapid decline in items brought for display at the shows.
Although the cause of this cannot be pinpointed, mishandling surely
has something to dowlth it. I for one still bring ltems to show
but have resorted to the practice of keeping them under the table
to show to only selected people. It is known that others also are
dolng this, with the result that everyone's sword education 1s



Editorial {(cont'd.)

further restricted. Resolving these problems 18 not going to be
an easy task. Fducation of participants in these shows 18 the
one solution that I can realistically apply. In the meantime I
am golng to have a sign made that reads as follows:

PLEASE DO NOT HANDLE WITHOUT PERMISSION!
GIVEN PERMISSION, IF YOU DO NCT KNOW
PROPER SWORD ETIQUETITE, PLEASE ASK FOR
GUIDANCE!

Any other suggestions regarding this problem would be greatly
appreclated,

(signed) B1ll Miller

The problem of which Bill speaks of 18 a real one. During
the Token Study Group's meeting, this was discussed at length
and went beyond simply the mishandling of swords, but also into
sword show ethics, These problems have begome so real that the
TSG plans on imposing "show rules® at future events in an effort
to put shows back on the proper ground that they should be on.

One comment was heard that "sword shows are dying". A buyer
commented that "so few people at the show seem serious in sword
study....only buying and selling®. It seems tnat we as collect-
ors need to "get our act together" so to speak and start to nmazke
personal efforts at making shows more "sword study®™ shows and not
Just a place to hussle swords. The promoters of the shows are
trying to do this. Both the Token Study Group and the Birmingham
show usually try to work in some lectures and displays. Token
Talkal '79 certalnly made this effort with the Meibutsu Roon.

Let us try and poclish up our sword etiquette and floor ethics.
Conslder bringling one or two "not for sale" items to display

and to enjoy. If you are corrected in your actions when handling
someone's sword or fitting, take your reprimand as a lesson to

be learned. Interest in collecting swords and kKodogu 18 growing

by leaps and bounds in the U.S. and 1t 1s up to all of us to see
that a proper and healthy attitude be cultivated with regards to
enjoylng these treasures. OSword mestings are a wonderful way to
meet and mingle with fellow collectors, to study some fine examples
from the collections of others, and to do some buying, selling

and trading. It is up to everyone to see that this healthy balance
between the varlious aspects of a meeting is kept.

TTK'?79 SHINSA PAPERS -

The papers igsued during the May shlinsa are in and have been
distributed to their owners by this time. Anyone recelving such
papers should also keep the initial data sheet which was glven at
the time of shinsa. This data sheet should be kept with your papers
as it has particulars on it pertaining to your item which went
through shinsa. Anyone with papers due but who have not received
their papers by this time should contact Ted Wysocky advise Ted
that your papers have not been received.

“.



This is a brief translation of an article which appeared in TOKEN SHUN.JU
monthly magazine, July 1, 1979, issue.

TOKEN TAIKAI '79

STRONG REQUEST FOR THE SPREAD OF BASIC KNOWLEDGE

Nippon Token Hozonkai (Mr. N. Nabeshima, president) conductced a Token Taikai
'79 in Chicago from May 23-27. There were more than 400 people gathered

This was the third of such events abroad and was successfully conducted.

From the Japan side Mr. Kentaro Yoshikawa, executive dircctor of the socicty,
Mr. Daiko Sasano and Mr. Takeshi Wakayama were invited as judges. There was
a group of 28 participants from Japan who toured the U.S5.A. and rctummed on
the fifth of June. So the editor of this magazine sent a reporter to acquire
information about the trends and thinking of American sword collectors. The
following is information gained from an interview with Mr. Yoshikawa.

The Shinsa lasted five days during which time we examined 1,714 items,
80% of them swords. We had agreed to limit it to 150 blades a day;
however, because of the unexpected participation and number of

items submitted from Europe and Canada, we consequently went beyond
the limit. As of now, we do not know the exact number of items

which have made the grade. However, there were no extraordinary
highly rated swords.

The better blades were Yosozaimon Sukesada of Eisho date, unsigned
Unjo and unsigned Chikakage. There were several honest works nade
by swordsmiths of the Yasukuni group. I have advocated to the
Americans their concentration on such honest works rather than on
blades with outrageous big names and unsigned blades. On the whole,
the majority of them were Kazuuchi (mass produced swords) of the
Muromachi period. Comparing this Shinsa with previous omes, I

find there were less modern military blades probably due to the
improved ability in judging swords.

As for mountlngs and fittings, there were splendld items such as
suite fittings by the Goto Ichijo school and tsuba by Omori Teru-
hide. Fittings were better than the blades. As we expected, the
Kinko items of the Edo period were the majority and good iron
tsuba or sukashl (openwork tsuba) were very few.

Most of the blades submitted to the Shinsa were Sabimi (rusted
blades) and came wrapped in newspaper and without scabbards.
Americans requested introduction to various artisans for mainten-
ance of swords as well as for information on whether blades arc
worthy of polishing. It will be a long time before we can satisfy
their requests and wishes or compromise the expense of various
repairs.



The Taikai consisted of these requested events: a film on sword
making, lecture by Master Ozawa Masatoshi, demomstration of sand-
script carving on blades by Mr. Goda Yasutaka, demonstration of
shirasaya making by Mr, Hirato Tkaiclvi and lectures on swords

as well as sword mountings. Their concentration on and devotion
to the subject are splendid. When we judged a sword; designating
by which master it was done - first, second, third and so on -~
they asked why that certain master was the one. Such questions
were repeatedly asked. The fever for Japancese swords in the U.S.A.
seems to be growing by leaps and bounds, and within a few years
there will be very little difference between the U,S. and Japan

as to their value. It is a fact that there are many who are eager
for correct information oh swords before they will enter into the
field of appreciation and collection.

{(Tne above translation was sent to the Newsletter by
John Yumoto for our information and reading)

BOOK REVIEW -

The latest english language publlication dedicated to the
study of the sword, kodogu, and other arts of the Samural, entitled
"Bushido", has been recelved and thoroughly enjoyed. The magazine
is obviously a first class effort by Co-Publishers Robert Benson
and Elton Erickson which will greatly assist all of us 1in our study
of the unique art-forms of the Samural, )

This first 1issue of "Bushldo® contains articles entitled "Cludb
Happenings®, "World News"™ (in which our Token Talkal '79 was reviewed)},
the first part of a series on "The Shitahara School", discussion of
the Mailn Line Goto famlly of kodogu artists, an-article on "Ezo Fitt-
inga", an article featuring the "Tantd of the Quarter", and material
on the Nippon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokal (NBTHK) and thelr papers.

All of the articles are supplimented by excellent photographs, many
in beautiful, crisp color. Aslde from formal articles there are
both classified and display advertlisements which can enlighten the
subscriber through items and prices listed,

The quality of reproduction and of the material contained in
"Bushido" will make this fine publication a must for all of the
serious collectors around the world. For many years the study of
the sword, of kodogu and other such artful things has been a most
difficult and frustrating pursuit outside of Japan. The publlcat-
lon "Busnido" will most certalnly become a break through in the
study of the sword and related arts for all of us outslde of Japan.
Subscription to "Busanldo®" 1s most highly recommended.

Subscription is $30 per year ($33 for foreign subscriptions)
and 1s avallable from:



SHAPE -

EDGE -

HADA -

Mino KANEMASU

oshigata by
Ron Hartmann

Tantd of hirazukuri for (flat without ridgeline), shallow
saki-zorl (curvature centered towards the tip of the
blade). Sori is 2.5mm deep. Ihoremune (two-sided bagk
edge). Blade length is 26.7cm (8.8 Shaku).

The hamon is a bellowing gunome with hako-gunome tendency
(mounded pattern with box-shape or squared-off peaks mlxed
in). Yakiba (edge of hamon) is in niol baslcally with nie
at top and bottom of the gunome peaks. There is abundant
ko-nie in the form of sunagashl (sweeping lines of ko-nle)
running through the gunome peaks, plus beautiful deeply
made ashi making a splendid and exciting hamon treatment.

Primarily in itame (wood grained) with some running ltame
mixed with masame (itame becoming stralght-grained) 1into
the mono-uchl area and into the kissakl (tip). There 1is
ji-nile (nie in the surface area of the blade).

NAKAGO - The nakago narrows towards 1ts tip with a rounded bottom

HORI
REMARKS

“but flat (no sorl) along its top edze. The nakago has a
flat mune. Yasurl (file marks) are higakl (checkered)
done in rather steep fashion. There are two mekugl-ana
as the ha-machl (notch at cutting edge) has probably been
altered slightly. Nakago lacks niku (meat) and 1s some-
what flat in appearance. Nakago length is 10.lcm and
has two character mel: KANEMASU.

- Bo-hi {(large groove) carved on both sides of blade.

- From all indilcations this blade 1s the works of the
smith KANEMASU who worked around 1540 Era, which would
make him the 3rd generation according to Mino-to Talkan.
The blade demonstrates many of the characteristics which
are described in the Mino-t6 Talkan translatlon.

The blade is a most pleasant tantd polished in sashikomel
fashion by Mr. Muneyoshi Nakal)ima. It is mounted 1in
shirazaya by Mr. Naka)ima and has sayagaki by Mr. Fuku-
naga Sulken.

Hawley reference number is KA-638.



KANEMASU

A translation from "Mino-t% Talkan"™ pertaining to the
various Mino smiths named_KANEMASU, translated by Mr.
Albert Yamanaka. "Mlno-to Talkan", pages 172 thru 173.

The lst Kanemasu is a swordsmith from the Onin Era (1467-
1469). There ls a work dated Onin 1lst year, probably a student
of the lst Kanekado or one of the smiths from that group.

The 2nd Kanemasu 1s sald to have been active around the Talel
Era ( 1521-1527), however there being quite a difference in the
perlod between these two smiths there may have been another smith
between these two, or maybe that there was a slight lapse in the
contlnuation of the smith between the lst and the 2nd.

The 3rd Kanemasu was & smith from the Tembun Era (1532-1554)
and a verslion tells that he was from the Nara Taro Group and of
the more serious smiths.

Entering the Shinto Period, according to the research made
on the Sekl smiths, Matajiro, Yosaemon, Magolchniro, Magouemon,
Sonlichlro, and GenjJuro are the slx names we see for the smlth under
the name of Kanemasu. There is a smith named Kanemasu with the
title Harima (no) Kami from around the Kambun Era (1661-1672) who
most llkely was a grandson of Kanemasu and who was allowed to use
the name of Kanemasu by Yosaemon Kanemasu as ne was a student under
this Kanemasu who went to Osaka to make swords there.

0f the many works by Kanemasu, the most we see are from the
Genkl (1570-1572) and Tensho (1573-1591) Eras and lnto the Kelcho
Era (1596-1614). Hardly any Katana are seen and most are Hira-
tsukurl tantd and ko-wakizashl. Thls tendency 1s not only limited
to Kanemasu alone but 1s seen on most Sekl smiths of thls period
and probably reflects the demands made to the smiths of that time,

Tanto are made 1n length of about 9 Sun or thereabouts with-
out sori and 1f there is sorl, very little. If the blade is made
wide then 1t will be in Sun-nobl (longer than normal) with Saklzori
{(curvature begins towards the end of the blade in monouchi area).

The Jitetsu (steel texture/forging) is in tight itame (wood
grained) or ltame/mokume mixed (wood grain mixed with burl grain)}
and the grain will stand out. The hamon is in nlol and in Gunome
ChoJ}i (mounded and in triple-mounded form) with tight niol edge.
The peaks of the gunome wlll be rounded and many will be 1in Xane-
fusa midare (irregular gunome characteristic of Kanefusa). There
are suguha (straight pattern hamon) in cases. As for the nakago,
tne nakago-mune will be square (flat). File marks in tantd will be
1n higakl (checkered) and tip of nakago in Kurijirl or slightly
Ha Agari Kurljiri (rounded or slightly leaning to the cuttlng edge).
The signature of Shintd Era will be of large style wlth bold =znd
large chlsel work. On occassion the Nakago end 1s in moderate Kengyo
("V* shape) or Irl-yama form.

8.
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KURUME KIYOCHIKA KO-WAKIZASHI
by Gary D, Murtha

TYPE & SHAPE~ Ko-Waklzaghl of
Hira-zukuri form. Shinto
period (1855),

HAMON- Hitatsura in nioi with
coarss bright nie with
yo. Some Mune-yaki,

NAKAGO~Ubu with 1 mekugi-ana,
Yasuri (file marks) are
Kesho (full dress),

LENGTH~Blade 37.5cm,
Nekago 12.8 cm,

SIGNED=Omote-Kurume ju Kiyochika
~Ura-An-3ei Ni Nen Hachi
Gatsu, (August 1855%),

JIHADA~Very tight ko-itsame and
some mokume,

REMARES= This smith 1s not to
be found in standard
reference materials,
However, the mel is
authentic and should be
added to your records,

HISTORY-~ This little known
smith worked in troubled times,
Attempts to break Japan's
soclusion were made by two
Amgrican's, Commodore Matthew
Perry, in 1853-5l, and Townsend
Harris in 1856-58, Japan was at
last confronted with a clear-
cut choice of opening the
country or "repelling the
barbarians,” One can only
wonder 1f this Kiyochika faced
the same dlilemma, Must he

forge his blades for the
dwindling Samural or anticipate
a foreign market and survive,
It appears that this is a
survivor, Although sturdy in
design 1t 1s fancy to the eye,
Funny 1t 1s now being csared for
by one of thoss foreligner's)
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BOOKS /SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FROM THE SOCIETY -

Although a complete and revised 1list of supplies wlll be sent
out in January, the followlng items can be ordered now.

® TOSO~SORAN, by Dr. Kazutaro Torigoye. We have been very
fortunate to be able to stock a number of coples of this
fine book on kodogu, the last publicatlion of Dr. Torigoye
prior to his death. Mrs. Torlgoye has given us.a very
good price on these copies. TOSO SORAN 1is 308 pages plus
it contains several geneology charts. It 18 excellently
1llustrated throughout and has english descriptions to each
illustration. It is hardbound, 30.5cm s 22.Ccm, with card-
board slip cover. A must for all librarles!
Price: $65.00 US/Canada pp
70.00 Forelgn pp

® NIHON TOKO JITEN, KOTO-HEN/SHINTO-HEN, by Fujishiro. This
two volume set 18 of course our "Bible" so to speak. 1t
1llustrates signatures of many top smiths and 1s invaluable
for authenticating signatures. Text 1s in Japanese but we
have been suppllied with an english index. Agaln, a must
for any basic sword library. Price: $90.00 US/Canada pp
$35.00 Forelgn pp

® EARLY JAPANESE SWORD GUARDS; SUKASHI TSUBA - by Masayuki
Sasano. i rrice: $15.50 US/Canada pp
$16.00 Foreign pp

¢ THE SAMURAI SWORD - by John Yumoto
' Price: $8.50 US/Canada pp
$9.00 Forelgn

e MEIRUTSU - Catalogue of Token Taikai '79 Melbutsu Room.
(described at length elsewhere tnis lssue). .
Price: 11.00 US/Canade pp
12.00 Forelgn

¢ Pressure Sensatlive (Oshigata Paper - A new supply has been
ordered and should arrive in mid-November. A most excellent
way for making guick and almost photographic quality osnigata!l
Our old price can be held. Price: §6.00/roll or 3/§16.00
' (50¢/roll extra foreign)

® Pocket Mekugl Removers - Handy tsuba-shape mekugl removers
on a silk cord. - Price: §8.50 each pp

e Sword 01l (large 100cc bottles) - A supply has come 1ln agaln
and 1s now avallable. Price: $7.50/bottle pp

It should be noted that all of these supplies are offered at
cheap prices and are primarily intended for members only. Please
stress this if approached by non-members. This service is ment to
be a "pbenefit® for our membership....a little somethling extra.

11,



NEW MEMBERS -

We would like to welcome the following new members into the
JSS /US.

Cary Condell,
Perry A. Barber,

Mary L. Moynihan,

Jithael Hiageppusch, L
Peter Halvorsen,

John Luhrs,

Eugene W. McNeil, : L
J.H.Walsh,

D.S.Inman, David G. Williams,

Jimmy L. Fikes,

Thomas L. Gross,

Robert A. Bull, Robert E. Hamilton,
Richard P. Moriarty, Chris Hashioka,
Michael R. Zomber, Ken Jennings,
Rudolph M. Ott, Willliam E Driver,

NEW LIFE MEMBERS -

Tom Klernan
Frank Butler

12.



STOLEN TSUBA LIST -

The 31 items of fine 337£-1878 Tuuba, *bronze', ovul, inlatd with llico.
kodogu were recently . Signed Goud Miteuhiro, 2,85 x 2.7
gtolen from an exhlibit 1235-1838 Tsuba, 'bronee’, with gold, etté. Monkeys.
of the Victorlia and - Sipned Iwamoto Yonken. 325" x 3.1,
Albert Maseum - London. ¥.227-1910 Yozuka, copper, with gold, Deer.
15191 TJuba, iron, tirculer, medelled uwu a crayfioh. Bracs eyes.
Four of the items are > si:n:d Yinai of Echizen.  Diam. 3. =
faMIllar to all Of us N.232-191% Tsuba, copper, eic. Carp and bpray.
in that they are plates Sipned Yeauchika of ShBuai i Dews provimce. 2,85" x 2.7".
Ef' 30' 36’ 950 in the .226-1911 Tauba, copper, cruciform, with pold, silver, shituichi.
Arts of the Japaneﬂe Pinetres, snow, owl. Signed Yosuchike., 3,297 x
" ‘ =
Sword book by Mr. B. K.265-1911 Tsubs, light ahibuichi, ova) with gold, ohekudd, silver
W. Robinson. ~ and copper, Shun; emperor of China, ¥ith an elephant.
Shaludd plug. Signed Yond® Hirochikn, 2.8 x 2,52%
Any one h&.?lng informat-  M.20-1914 T:\::a.huon. c:rcu}nr& ?_S;;-cud m‘;h nlid‘t))x and ducorated
: w the moon in eloud {eilver and gold).
lgn o:bthg po?_stgle Signed Surups Takashipe. 2.85% x Soase,
wiere outvs o ese 1,273-19168 Tsuba, iron, cruciforn. Pive tpurross by o Strde.,
ltems should contact Sirned Shircisum of Vori in Chali, 3% x 2.4v,
the migeun at * South “.3 =1516 Touba, iron, circulur. 5tream, phrimp, woterweedy,
Kensington, London, Sipned Mnsavoshi of Bushll,  3.07" x 3",
SW?7 2RL, England or
",456-1916 Tauka, rtioku, aori shape, with other metals. iHolf eon
the JSS /US Edltor. The plain by moonlight with skull, Signed Soka flasotaka.
"Hot Line® number can 3:35% = 327
also be used. , 4.605-1916  Tsuba, iron with olher melale. Three dragonflies and other
insects. Signed Jo with a 'aeal' Feiju. $4%, 2.9¢*
The notice of this theft 1.636, 6364-1916. Pair of tsura, 1ron, NokkS, with other mcials.

was from Mr. J.V.Earle, Vine snd aquirrel,  3.Z5% x 3% 3% x 2.95%

Asslsestant Keeper ’ Far Ta=1520 Zuuba, ircr, oval, formed as three sacrod tortoisen.

. Signed Shohaludd Sunarawa Nosayoshi, 2.85" x 2.67".,
East ern Dep&rt ment [ g Tauba, “shibuichi and shatuéd ste. The foxes' wedding procepsion.
v & A Museum - LondOn. H.? 92-1“26 Teuba, iTon, oval, with other metals, Bat, moon. 3.22"x 3").

Sipned Masaritou. 3" x 2,8",

W 335190 Tsuba, iron, five salmon and weedo.
. Sirmed Chashd Vakahara Yukitoohi (after) N8ren Ldchun,

M.eN-150 Yoruka, sholuid, 1wo quail and willet; bnck enpgraved with
roofs and clouds.

H.1134=-1931 Tsubs, iron; takuiu monster. Back with gilt inacription.
Signed Yasuchika. Diam, 2.82%,

H.1421-1931 Touba, shakudd, mokkd, with other meinls. Ducke, tree,
atream, plant, Sx;m.-d Jchi juken Mideaki and dated 1857.
2.854 x 2.6M,

AR FARES XN | Puchi~Kauhira, shibuichi and gold. Javes and kirin,
Sipned Omori Teruhide.

N.1443-1931 Tauba, iron and other metals. Octopus in eave.
Signed YenkSgai Kazutemo, 2.85" x 2,7v,

1.1538-1631 Puchi-kashira, iron with gold. Bats, cobweb.
Signed Chinch3,

bl L0 B REK Y tozuka, ghituichi and other metals, Tudnoleu and milfoil,
Signed I'itsucadn of Sendai.

TL2426-153 Yepuki, gold. ‘Liona'., N.0.65".

VL 8-1636 ¥ozuka, shakudd, weven *lions' in gilt.
e LR T- Yozuka, shbu:chx and other metzls, Bears, ook iree.
Signed Masevuki {(Shdzui). ’
M.253-1536 ¥ozuka, copper, gold and silver. Clouds, erane, moon.
N N.359-1936 Yozuka, shakudd and shibuichi, etc. Progo, plant.

Signed Seiseizal Tomotsune,

.60, 604A-1%57 Puchi-knshira, shibuichi and oiher metale.
Signed Zsumenzo. 1.5" x 0.%79v.
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BUY-SELL-TRADE COLUMN -

This section of the Newsletter 1s offered as a free service to the
membership, providing an opportunity to locate specific needs or
sell/trade specific items. Please keep as short and limited to
gpecific ltems. Send ads directly to the Newsletter,

® FOR SALE - I have a number of tsuba and menukl for sale,
Write for listlng and prices. Contact:
Ron Hartmann

® FOR SALE - Katana, ubu, Musashi HoJoJ)1i Masahiro (MA-83) 28%;
Waklzashi, Musashi Hisayukl (HI-550; Several very
fine tantd. Serious inquiriles only please. Contact:
L.C.Smith,

O WANTED - Kodzuka, shakudo,nenako w/gold takaborl sparrows and
bamboo motif; Dalto by Hlzen Tadayoshl 8th; Daito
by 1st Oshu Sendai Iyesada, Kunikane school (I¥-122);
Cash or trade. Contact: Bob Masamorli,

® WANTED - Hartman Auction catalogue. <Cash or will make katakirl-
borl tsuba, subject of your cholce. Contact: Don

Hi1ll

@ WANTED - Mllitary tsuba and spare seppa for milltary
mounts.Contact: Lars Rosen,

® SERVICE ~ Steven Winkly has offered to translate oshigata
of nakago &8 a service to members., Steve has
studied Japanese and has become very good at 1it,
Contact:

® MISCELLANEQUS - New member Mr. Jimmy Flkes, makes damascus
knives and 18 interested in corresponding
with other members lnterested in studying
forging, particularly with Japanese swords.
Anyone interested in meeting with or corr-
esponding with him can contact him at:

BIRMINGHAM SWORD SHOW DATES -

Paul Couch has announced that the next Birmingham Sword
show will be held the weekend of February 15th, 1380. This 1is
mentioned so far ahead simply to allow members to mark thelr
calenders. Wlth almost a five month lapse between shows we will
all be anxclous to get together again by that time. More detalled
plans will be announced closer to show date.

l“'



@ MEIBUTSU ROOM CATALOGUE OF TTK'79 -

The first printing of this fine catalgue and study book has
been sold out. A second printing has Just been receilved and 1is
now avallable for ordering. This second printing has been proof
read and corrections made. An addltional fold-out oshigata has
been added. The price has remained the same: $11.00 US/Canada

$12.00 Foreign
Price includes surface mall. Please pay in U.S. Dollars only.
Crder direct from your Newsletter Editor.

A number of catalogue orders have been back-ordered for many
weeks now, awalting this new printing. All orders will be filled
and malled out by the time you receive this Newsletter. We thank
you all for your patlience these many weeks,

MINOTO TAIKAN AVAILABLE -

A few coples of this study of Mino swords are on hand and can
be ordered through the Newsletter. Thls 18 a hard bound book of
26.5cm x BZcm slze contalning almost 550 pages of Jjapanese text
and many plctures and oshigata. Price has not been established
at this time but 1f 1lnterested, contact the Newsletter and you
will be advised of cost as soon as 1t 1s determined.

BUTTERPIELD & BUTTERFIELD AUCTION -

A very large sword, kodogu, armor auctionwill be held on Monday,
November 19th, 1979 at Butterfield & Butterfield of San Francisco.
The catalogue 18 excellently 1llustrated with fine descriptions
by Bob Haynes and John Yumoto ma2king 1t a study book aswell asa
catalogue. For further information contact: Butterfield & Butter-field,

1979 BULLETIN -

The Soclety annual publication, the Bulletin,will hopefully
be put togetherand mailed to the membershlip before the end of
the year (better yet ,within the next five or sixweeks).We are
still in need of another article or sowhich would work inwith
the format of the Bulletin. If anyone 18 thinking about sending
in suchanarticle, please advise me of this so that the 1ssue
can be planned. Ideally,articles for the Bulletinwould be of
a more lengthy and extensive thanwould appear in the bi-monthly
Newsletter. Your contributions for elther publicationwould be
greatly appreclated.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -The next 1ssue of the Newsletterwill
bemralled around the first week of December. Please have all
material into the Newsletter no later than twoweek prior,

Ron Hartman

1s.



® SHINSHINTO TAIKAN -

The very popular "Shinshinto Taikan" which was quickly sold
out after 1t's publication several years ago and which has been
demanding exhorbitant prices since, has been reprinted. The new
edition 1s in two volumes and has had several questlonable blades
omitted from the oshigata therefore making the new edition & most
useful tool in the study of shinshintd® swords. We hope to print
a formal review of this publication soon.

PAID ADVERTISING -

The Newsletter i1s accepting pald advertising. Anyone inter-
ested in buying an ad can obtain particulars by writing the News-
letter Editor. Ads must meet the requirements and guldelines of
the Newsletter as established by the Editor and Officers/Directors
of the JSS/US.

Pald Advertisement

e‘élﬂslTlﬂrN | _ Aylyst 1979
NEW SHIN SHIN TO TAIKAN
$ 250.00 From TOKYO

Including Shipping Charge
Air Mail $350-°°

e 2 VOLUME LIMITED EDITION
¢ AN ADDITIONAL 260 LIFE SIZE OSHIGATAS

Written by
KASHO [IMURA

SEND ORDERS TO:
OMINO INTERNATIONAL INC
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FOR SALE:

are having fun settling in but wet!ve got a big old house
that needs a lot of expensive work and so I've decided to
sell a few pleces out of my collection. Pictures sent

In the past few months I have moved to Southern Californila
and have taken up residence in Point Loma (San Diego). We

upon request. Contact

1 New Armor
Newly made example af the craft. Well done and showy.
Cooplete black lacquer over iron and brass - all laced in jurple

Chest portion - Mngami DS with huge gold son in the middle -
tassets are kabiki laced

Kabuto - 8 plate suji kabuto with brass trim, doeskin, etcq
Frontoiece has large mon and large brass horns (maidate)

Xote — Black iron with cmbossed mons, & chain mail

Sode - Very large kabiki laced and trimmed with brass ornamentati

HKempo ~ Black lacquer, gold, teeth, white mustache

Thigh guard - Rows of black lacquer iron or brass plates with von
Shin guards - shino-suneate black lacquered iron or brass
PRICE: $1,350 plus shipping
(less than the current price in Japan)

2 rull suit Armor (Mostly Edo)

Not matched, but caplete with nice parts and in very good condition.

DB ~ Mogami style brown russet iron and blue lace. Many brass
rivets and colorful trim lace

Kabuto -~ 8 plate suji kabuto brown russet colored lacquer
over iron. Copper fukirin (trim) on the sugi and the brim

Xote - All brown chair nwil with oni's (devils) on the hand and
elbow

Sode - Large, brown-black lacouer and blue lace

Thigh guerds ~ (#aidate) chain wail and iron

Suneate - (shin guards) shino style - lacgvered iron

Henoo — A 20th century but a good one. Blue kabiki laced,

white =ustache, black lacquer

Roger Dunn

3 Full suit (1ate Edo)
on —
Fully matched russet iron patina‘'d suit in dark blue sugaki lace -
Yate Myochin work.

Chest —~ Mogami DG, russet iron chest portion, brown lacquered
tassets

Kabuto - 24 plate suji Kabuto. Doeskin on the fuki-gaioshi
(turn backs) with bronze double mons. 5 lame lacquered
shakuro - signed helmet

Sleeves - Shino kote, russet iron splints and chain mail

Onderskirt - All chain-mail haidate

Sodé - Brown lacquered with blue lace

Suneate - Shino style shin protectors russet iron and chain mail

Mempo - Russet iron ané blue lace - with pustache

PRICE: $3,000 plus shipping

4 Helmet Bowl (Early Edo)

8 plate suji kabuto with approximately 100 rivets. Kaga work.
Shakuro missing except for the top lame which still has the fuki-

guiashi with shakuéo non

PRICE: $1,450 plus shipping PRICE: $625 plus shipping

FOR SALE: GOLD TSUBA MEDALLIONS

Edo Period Style.

Approximately
3/4 0Z. of 14K gold.

Price $350
Contact:

PHILLIP DAVIS,

ACTUAL SIZE

K. E. SKAFTE ¢ NYKOBING F. « DENMARK

Specialist in Books in the following fascinating collecting fields:

ARMS & ARMOR from East and West + JAPANESE SWORDS + NETSUKE + INRO
PORTRAIT MINIATURES / SILHOUETTES + CLOCKS & WATCHES, Europe mainly.
New + out-of-print-books. Send for free catalogue in your field.

We don’t carry all bpoks in print on the subjects mentioned just because they have
been published. According to our ability we pick out the best ones which we then try
to stock for years so we still have the books when publishers run out.

That’s our policy.

For collectors of Japanese Swords and Fittings I think we carry some very good titles
- and we are improving all the time!

We are not particularly cheap, but for 15 years now we maintain an intemational
reputation for good personal service and secure packing. This is appreciated by our
loyal customers who prefer to receive their fine books of art quick

and in perfect condition,

REG. TRAOE MARK

You may try us with confidence. Yours SKAFTE (happy member of JSS/US). ‘L? A
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An Infamhwxal Journal of ]n;nnese Arms ’
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Tell a friend about

Bushido
Enter your personal or gift subscription now.

Quarterly Edition is $30.00 per year.
Foreign subscriptions add $3.00 per year.

Send your order to

JSS/US MEMBERS:

Don't miss out on the October issue. It is
even more exciting than our first 1ssue!
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