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ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Nominations are now.being accepted for directorships to serve
a two year term-of-office, 1982-83. Six positions will be
filled at this time. Nominations should be forwarded to our
Chairman, Peter Bleed, Nominations will be accepted through
October 11th, 1981 atwhich time nominations will be closed. A
Nominations Committee is to be selected during the coming
Chicago TSG show. Thiscommittee will then contact each
nominee to verify their will-ingness to serve. Do not nominate
anyone unless you are sure that they will be a willing and
interested, working director.A directorship is a fine way to
contribute something solid towards building and improving your
sword organization, but the Society does not need directors
with a2 disinterestedattitude. The Society needs working
directors. If you have

this interest, nominate yourself. Outgoing Directors are:

Robert Coleman - Robert Mel Oka -
Lewert - John Nettles - Andy Quirt -
Curtis Uhls -
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A LETTER FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN -

This will be a brief column since the past months have
been hectic and like many of you I am looking forward to the
Chicago sword show. As usual, we will be having a JSS/US
Officer'sMeeting at the Chicago gathering. It will be Sunday
morning and the location will be announced should any members
wish to attend. If possible we will also be having a General
Membership meeting to discuss general issues and topics.
Again an announcement about that meeting will be made at the
show.

In the last Newsletter Ron Hartmann announced the up-coming




LETTER cont'd.

election of Directors. His announcement brought a couple of
volunteers along with questions about the role of JSS/US
officers. That is in fact a good question. Basically our
officers have a few legal responsibilities but beyond that it
comes down to having and executing ideas which will further
sword collecting and appreciation. If you would enjoy either
organizing activities like shows or working on publications
by all means volunteer or get yourself nominated. Likewise,
if you know of any likely officers, nominate them.

In closing, I want to mention that one of our active
members and past officers, Clarence Siman, was recently seriocosly
injured in an accident which occurred while he was on duty ags
a St.Louis police officer. Clarence, after a rocky couple of
days, he is making good progress. Hopefully he will soon bchome

and once again able to pursue his interest in swords. [am sure
Clarence would like to hear from any JSS/US members.

Again, I am looking forward to seeing all of you at the
Chicago show.

Peter Bleed
JSS/US Chairman
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JAPANESE SWORD FAIRS -

A Japanese Sword Fair will be held at the London Inter-
national Hotel, Cromwell Road, London, on 23-24th October,
1981. Tables rental is now available. Great interest is
expected 1in this fair because it is at the same time as an
important Japanese Art Exhibition at the Royal Academy (opens
the 24th of October) and a major auction is planned in London
the week of 25-31st October. For information contact: Japan-
ese Sword Fairs, 115 Sydenham Park Road, London, England SE26.

JSS/US member John Tischmann has suggested that anyone
thinking of attending this fair would be wise to check with

British Customs prior to bringing in swords for resale. A
word to the wise.

SWORD BAGS -

Richard Hayashi has asked that mention be made that hc
and his wife no longer can offer custom made sword bags. ‘Thio
service 1s mentioned on our annual gupplies listing bul should
be disrecgarded.



NEW MEMBERS -

Our membership roster continues to grow each month as the follow-
list of new members shows. On behalf of the Society, weclcome
into our organization.

Goshin Jutsu Kyo Jujo Budokan - J
John F. LeVinge, Gerry Teramae,
Thomas E. Davis,
John Roberts,
Robert Cole,
Angelo R. Palma,
John Lambert,
Mark Fletcher,
Mike L. Brinkman,
Thomas M. Ryan,
John H. Seto,
Billy A. Johns,
Gary M. Carpenter,
Takatoshi Kawashima,
Hiromichi Ando,
Hiroshi Onishi,
Robert T. Martin,
George K. Clark,
Takeo Onishi,

0. W. Wittmer,

R. W. Lightner,
James L. Colorado,

¥ NEW LIBRARY ADDRESS ¥

The society librarian, Howard Sloan, has recently
moved to Texas and has moved the library with him.
Please make note of the new library address:

Howard Sloan -

Howard has asked that borrowers be understanding




CHICAGO SWORD SHOW SOON -

13TH ANNUAIL, TOKEN STUDY GROUP
SWORD SHOW

October 9-10-11

To be held at the Drake Oakbrook Motel, York and Cermack Roads,
Oakbrook, Illinois. (suburb of Chicago). A flyer has been sent
to the members, but if you did not receive one please contact:

Robert Coleman

The exhibit of Shinto Osaka swordsmiths has developed into a
fine, first class exhibition. So bone up on your studies on
Osaka work so that you can fully appreciate what will be seen.
Anyone with Osaka swords should feel free to bring them for
personal table exhibits and discussion. A JSS/US table will

be set up (per gratis thanks to TSG) for supplies and general
membership information. Plan to attend--it promises to be good!

* * ¥* * ¥* ¥* ¥*

REPORT FROM ATLABAMA SWORD SHOW -

The Southeast Token Kai sword show took place the week-

- end of August 29th. The show opened with new rules that stated
that those attending must be a member of the JSS/US to gain
entry. It seemed to work very well and the Society gained an
additional twelve new members. Twenty seven tables were rented
and an additional twenty three people simply paid admissions.

! | I
Left to right: Charles Ross, Ray Deadman,
Bill Miller (Secretary), Paul Couch.

There was the usual amount of preshow dealings in the
rooms and most people were set up by late Friday afternoon.
The attendence by in large was regionally oriented to the
southeast and eastern part of the country with the exception
of the Japanese dealers. There were no displays to speak of,
most everything being thrown out on tables for sale. There

5.




BIRMINGHAM cont'd.

was the usual group running around the room trying to get
people to price their merchandise, with the classic state-
ment "what'll you give me for it" being heard.

Quality overall of the blades available on the tables left
something to be desired. The finer pieces in general were hid-
den beneath the tables for selected viewing. Examples being
several Juyo; the Kaneyasu tanto (illustrated on the back cover
of the last Bushido magazine), and a late Kamakura Bizen blade.
Several Nambokucho period blades including a Den Tametsugu
O-suriage tachi and an ubu Bizen Unji daito were also present.
Shinto and shinshinto were represented by an Ikkanshi Tada-
tsuna, a later Kunikane showing fine masame hada, and a Bizen
style Naotane. Gendaito were highlighted by a great looking
Gassan Sadakatsu with classic ayasugi hada. The mounted piece
of the show was a dual signed Yoshimichi in fantastic daimyo
class koshirae. A katana mounted in shakudo with gold dragon
flies and with both kodzuka and kogai. Quite a number of
matchlocks of all types were available, but it is believed
that that situation will not continue, as from all indications
matchlocks will become harder to find. Kodogu was represented
mostly in kodzuka and menuki. Almost no quality tsuba were
being shown for sale.

Paul Couch showing
the correct way to
hand a sword to
Billy Johnson as
Ross and Deadman
look on.

An interesting situation took place during the show which
might say something about the sword market. A Japanese dealer
was offering two fine short-swords for trade on daito. This _
might indicate a softness in the market for wakizashi and tanto.
This has been a normal phenomena on average wakizashi, etc., but
when big name swords start to come back to the U.S., whatever the
length, you tend to take notice.

In general, with no displays or lectures, there was little
for the true collector to enjoy. Just the good o0ld American
currency ruling the day. Hopefully future shows around the
country will have educa.ional value. The writer applauds the
Chicago TSG, lead by Bob Coleman, for their efforts to have a
significant Osaka Shinto exhibition.

(reported by Bill Miller)












SATSUMA cont'd.

Suehisa - late Koto.
Suehito - late Koto.
Kunifusa g 13 Tembun Era (1532)

Munenari 5 @& worked in Osumi Province as well. Bunmeti

(1469) .
Murayoshi ¢  late Koto.
Motozane 4t M late Koto.
Yoshitsugu s« -k late Koto.

For the smiths whose time in which they were active are
is not known, they are listed simply as "late Koto" period.

to be continued...

BUY-SELL-TRADE COLUMN -

This section of the Newsletter is offered as a FREE service

to the membership, providing an opportunity to advertise for
specific needs or to announce specific ilems available for

sale or trade. Adg must be kept short and to the point. Busi-
ness ads will not be allowed. Direct all ads to the editor.

® FOR SALE Japanese woodblocks c¢.1895 depicting Japanece
and Korean troops, battleships, calvary, etc.
Five sets of three prints each. Excellent
condition. Signed ENICHI. Price: $1,500

For photos contact: Stuart Broms,

® FOR SALE - Mid-Edo suit of armor (no kabuto), very good
condition, all matching pieces. Do covered
with mons. Price: $1800 or trade for swords

of 2qual value. Contact: Craig Bird,

® WANTED - Japanese woodblock prints, Melji and early Showa
period; landscapes and seascapes.Contact: T.
Okimoto,

- A good shingen and nailhead Onin tsuba.Contact:
® WANTED Willem Dolphyn, V

- #107 of Nihon no Bijutsu art book series on
Yamashiro blades or any similar books. Contact:
® WANTED Craig Bird,




HISTORY OF THE JAPANESE SWORD
Reprinted by permission
Nihonto Newsletter, 1568

Albert Yamanaka

KAMAKURA PERIOD - From Shokyu 1st (1219) to Kenji 3rd (1277 .

During this period, the Yamashiro Province smiths became
even more active and the Awataguchi smiths alone had sent six
brothers to Emperor Gotoba's villa. In antoehr part of Kyoto
there emerged the Ayanokoji School which was founded by Sada-
toshi.

The Rai School, founded by Kuniyukl, was followed by such
greats as Niji Kunitoshi and Rai Kunitoshi. Kuniyuki reportedly
was an expatriate from the Korean Peninsula and brought with
him the art of sword making and all of these contribuied O
the glory of the Yamashiro smiths. The blades at this time
were about 2 shaku 7-8 sun long and in general the width be-
comes slightly wider. The blades had much "niku" (meaning
"meat" or fullness) adding grace to the blades. The sword is
thick with the shinogi a little high (thickness in cross-sect-
ion) and the curvature of the sori 1is beautifully executed. The
blades are tachi style with toriizori and with a great deal of
fumbari tapering to a very exquisitely shaped kissaki. If any
hi was carved, it was carved high into the koshinogi. A few
other types of carvings are found such as bonji and suken. The
nakago will be a little long and will have sori and the nakago
jiri will be rounded.

The different styles of hamon made by the Yamashiro oml tho
are; suguha hotsure, suguha kochoji midare with komidare and
ashi, kochoji midare and suguha choji midare. There will be
an abundance of extremely fine nie which results in inazuma,
kinsuji, uchinoke and nijuba. Boshi, in almost all cases, are
made shallow and the kaeri will be very slight. The boshi is
made in komaru, nie kuzure, yakizume and kaen. The steel, hav-
ing been well worked, in almost all cases will have komokume
hada. Since there are ji nie, chikei is found in abundance and
this is known as the Yamashiro yubashiri. The Yamashiro smiths
took pride in their nie and it is found all over the blade, on
the hamon as well as in the ji.

Bizen Province produced many excellent smiths in the pre-
vious Heian Period and this was carried over into early Kamakura
and into mid Kamakura as well and especially in this last period,
the Bizen smiths seem to suddenly "glow". The blades which the
Bizen smiths made during the Heian Period and the early Kama -
kura are popularly known as Ko-Bizen and it is not, in the truc
sense, of the Bizen Tradition, but rather they have certaln
characteristics of the Yamashiro Tradition, however, in the mid
Kamakura Period, it becomes independent of this influence and
comes into its own. Though the Fukuoka Ichimonji School with
such masters as Norimune and Sukemune did work in the early
Kamakura Period, smiths from the Ichimonji School are not regarded
as having worked under Yamashiro influence. Actually they can
be considered as the start of the true Blzen Tradition. Both
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MISSING NATIONAL TREASURE SOUGHT -

Mr. Junzo Sato, Honorary Member of the JSS/US, has asked
our assistance in the search for several missing National
Treasure swords which were lost after the war. The missing
swords are the famous "Hotarumaru", National Treasure belong-
ing to the Aso shrine, made by Rai Kunitoshi in March of 1297,
a tachi made by Bizen Nagamitsu, and a Botan-zukuri koshikatana
withoul signature.

Mr. Sato goes on to explain that these three swords were
requisitioned by the Allied Occupation Forces on December 4th,
1945 and since then nobody knows their whereabouts. As the
U.S. Military Police stationed at Kumamoto handled this case,
one or two or even all three of the swords might have been
taken to the U.S.A. by servicemen or civil employees.

Mr. Masao Suenaga, former Director of the Institute of
Archaeological Studies at Kashiwabara and expert of the Japan-
ese sword, 1is actively promoting the search for the lost swords.
Mr. Suenaga, a long time friend of Mr. Sato, has asked i1f the
JSS/US would perhaps assist in this search.

0f the three swords, the "Hotarumaru” is the most import-
ant sword. Details of the sword are listed b. ow:

Type: Tachl, shinogi-zukuri form, ihore mune.
Measurements: Blade length 101.4 cm with 11.4 cm sori.

Signature: Rai Kunitoshi and dated Einin 5 nen 3 gatsu
1 hi (March 1st, 1297).

Hamon: Narrow straight hamon mixed with small clover
pattern, abundant nie covered with thick nioi.

Boshi: shallow notare with pointed turn-back.

Forging: Small wood grain (itame) mixed with straight
grain (masame) towards the cutting edge.

Hori: Bo-hi and tsure-hi gc part way below the habaki;
Chinese characters (almost polished away) and
gomahashi run parallel to them on the hakiomote.
Bo-hi and tsure-hi go part way below the habaki,
bonji and suken run parallel tc¢ them on hakiura.

Nakago: Ubu (uncut) with unclear yasurimei. Ha-agari
kuri jiri.

Mr. Sato has supplied a full length oshigata of this most
spectacular tachi. Unfortunately only a portion of the oshigata
is able to be produced in the Newsletter.

Anyone having suspicions as to the whereabouts of this
"Hotarumaru" tachil should contact Mr. Junzo Satec at 287 Nishi
Koiso, Oiso-machi, Kanagawa-ken, Japan 255.
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YAKINAOSHI: FIRE ALTERED
by Andrew Quirt

Fires were a fact of life in a country of wars and arche-
tecture of paper and wood. With fires many swords were burned
and lost their temper, in addition to those which were natur-
ally worn out with use.

Muromachi and Momoyama (1393 - 1615) warfare was based on
numbers of unskilled soldiers rather than the few skilled
Samurai of earlier times. Swords as artistic entities were
not so much needed as were sharp pieces of metal with which
to hack and hew. Xazu uchi mono (massed produced swords) and
retempered blades were as useful as any others in arming the
masses. As a result we as collectors are left with a large
body of materials which are retempered and/or mass produced.
Mass produced swords are the sort of things that can only be
identified with experience in handling swords and an under-
standing of quality, however there are some general rules that
will help in spotting yakinaoshi.

There are two sorts of retempering, neither desirable but
one is at least acceptable, and beyond my ken to identify.
These are the important blades that were burned or damaged and
given to an important swordsmith to salvage. For example the
Sadamune that was retempered by Yasutsugu and is now rated as
super juyo. We will not concern ourselves with these swords.

Of the lower-class retempers there are a few general points
of identification.

I. Sore: The curve of the blade no matter its original
shape will tend to become sakizori (the major portion
of the curve occuring in the front third of the blade).
In a significant percentage of retempered swords the
balance of the blade is destroyed; the center of grav-
ity is thrown out behind the blade. The result is
that the blade will have a tendency to flip over on
the downward stroke.

I1. Jigane:

A. The hada will tend toward masame, and may have
a loose "exploded" appearence.

B. The jigane may appear to have an oily film
on it.

C. The jigane may appear to be dry or lifeless.

D. 'There may be a4 general cloudiness to the
steel (not Lo be confused with utsuri}.

17.






YAKINAQSHI cont'd.
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BOOK REVIEW -

Das Schwert des Samurai

A new book on Japanese swords from Germany

reviewed by Mr. Klaus Leibnitz
Gemunden/Main, West Germany

The contribution of German researchers to the study and
appreciation of the Japanese sword and their fittings has been,
in the past, compared to that of other nations, gquite consider-
able. That their work is relatively unknown outside Germany
is mainly due to the fact that German is spoken within a very
limited area only, that much of their work appeared around the
time of the first world war and before, and last not least that
Germany -has a culture of her own which, at that time, did not
encourage the study of other cultures.

In spite of all this limitations quite an amount of fine
writing has appeared out of Germany. It is more difficult to
determine precisely who actually was the first, from all I can
gather here it was Prof. Hitterott who wrote in the transact-
ions of the Imperial German Asiatic Society about the Japanese
sword, a work, which has to this day not been surpassed in
validity and has served as a basis for further studies by Gilbert-
son and especially Joly. The value of HUtterott's study is,
that the material was gathered at a time when swordmaking was
partially still a living art in Japan because all material was
gathered in the 1870s-1880s in Japan. Prof. Hiutterott's
article was lauded by many as the most perfect study of the
Japanese sword ever to appear and perhaps, in a way, it is.

The next writer who appeared on the scene was Alexander
Mosle, Imperial Japanese Consul in Berlin, who was also a member
of the Japan Society of London and who also wrote in English.
Thus, he may not be completely unknown to some JSS/US members.
Some of his work appeared in the transactions of the Japan
Society, and his work about Goto swordfittings is still as valid
today as it was when 1t was written. GCustav Jacoby, another
Imperial Japanese Consul (in Leipzig) was an interested collector
of Japanese arms, armour and pottery and his exhibition cata-
logues give an interesting insight into the "art of collecting"
and show much valuable material for study. As befits the curator
of an art museum in the town with Germany's largest port, Prof.
Brinckmann of Hamburg published quite a few scholarly monographs
on many aspects of Japanese art relating to arms and armour.

It is also no wonder that the work of one of his assistants
Mr. Shinkichi Hara's "Meister der Japanischen Schwertzierathen™
ig still considered nowadays as another important work on tsuba
inscriptions. Paul Vauthier is best remembered for his cata-
logues of sword fitting collections, apart from a few minor
catalogues his opus magnum is the catalogue of the QOeder collect-
jon in Duesseldorf. Prof. Oeder, a law professor on the
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REVIEW cont'd.

Imperial University Tokyo around the turn of the century formed
one of the most authorative collections of Japanese sword fittingo.
As befits his Prussian and lawyers sense of precision and compre-
hensiveness, he formed what was most likely the most complete
collections of Japanese swordfittings ever to be put together

in Europe. His catalogues are scarce nowadays, but offer never-
theless excellent material for study. The last of this line of
writers, who wrote on Japanese arms and armour, was Dr. Otto
Ktimmel, who became later (around 1930) a director of the Berlin
Armory. Ktimmel had a "no nonsense" approach to the Japanese
sword which nowadays may seem sacrilegious to some collectors,
but his understanding of Japanese mentality and Eastern art made
him a writer of precision and deep insight.

Unfortunately, from about 1925 to today nothing significant
has appeared in print in Germany on any aspect of Japanese arms
and armour, apart from a few articles in periodicals such as WKK,
Waffenjournal etc. In 1980 however appeared a little book with
the title "The Samurai and his Sword", written by a woman, Lydia
Icke-Schwalbe. As so many books on weapons which have come out
of Fast Germany recently, it must be taken with a grain of salt.
And when one considers it in conjunction with the writings of
those whom I listed before it sadly lacks guality. It is more
an introduction to the Japanese sword than a book about the
Japanese sword and full of sociological-political lingo which
really does not belong in a book of this sort. It basically
consideres the sword as a tool of a ruling class to suppress
the rest of the population. While this may, in the case of the
Japanese sword (or any other sword for that matter) not be com-
pletely wrong, but is it not the purpose of any weapon to domin-
ate someone? It would have been better to consider the Japanese
sword as a neutrum and not draw political conclusions from a
weapon as such. Additionally, it is not without mistakes. The
first Tokugawa Shogun, Ieyasu did not forbid Muramasa of Ise to
produce his blood-thirsty swords and a few other historical dates
are wrong. Any other technical data in the book are very sketchy
and incomplete and it could at best serve as an introduction to
novice collectors. But this is besides the point. The real value
of the book is the 60 odd plates, part in color, part in black and
white showing swords and swordfittings, especially tsuba on quite
good photographs, including their mei. Thus it makes a lot of
material available for viewing and study which is normally not
available to Western collectors. For that reason I have obtained
an extra copy which will be placed in the JSS/US library for the
membership. I hope that members find it of interest. I myself
did find that I own a pendant piece to one of the tsuba shown there.
This alone made my day and made me to overlook the many socialogical
and political theories expressed in the volume.

I also hear from the Hamburg Art Museum that Mr. Shinkichi
Hara's "Meisters" are being reprinted and updated and are scheduled
to appear by the end of 1981, As soon as I have the appropriate
information I will let the membership know where it can be obtained.

H* * ¥* 3 *
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REVIEW contl'd.

Imperial University Tokyo around the turn of the century formed
one of the most authorative collections of Japanese sword fittings.
As befits his Prussian and lawycrs sense of precision and compre-
hensiveness, he formed what was most likely the most complete
collections of Japanese swordfittings cver to be put together

in Europe. His catalogues are scarce nowadays, but offer never-
theless excellent material for study. The last of this line of
writers, who wrote on Japanese arms and armour, was Dr. Otto
Kimmel, who became later (around 1930) a director of the Berlin
Armory. Kimmel had a "no nonsense” approach to the Japanese
sword which nowadays may secm sacrilegious to some collectors,
but his understanding of Japancse mentality and Eastern art made
him a writer of precision and deep insight.

Unfortunately, from about 1925 to today nothing significant
has appeared in print in Germany on any aspect of Japanese arms
and armour, apart from a few arlticles in periodicals such as WKK,
Waffenjournal ete. 1In 1980 however appeared a little book with
the title "I'he Samurai and his Sword", written by a woman, Lydia
Icke-Schwalbe. As so many books on weapons which have come out
of East Germany recently, it must be taken with a grain of salt,
And when one considers it in conjunction with the writings of
those whom I listed before it sadly lacks quality. It is more
an introduction to the Japanese sword than a bocock about the
Japanese sword and full of sociological-political 1lingo which
really does not belong in a book of this sort. It basically
consideres the sword as a tool of a ruling class to suppress
the rest of the population. While this may, in the case of the
Japanese sword (or any other sword for that matter) not be com-
pletely wrong, but is it not the purpose of any weapon to domin-
ate someone? It would have becn better to consider the Japanese
sword as a neutrum and not draw political conclusions from a
weapon as such. Additionally, it is not without mistakes. The
first Tokugawa Shogun, Ieyasu did not forbid Muramasa of Ise to
produce his blood-thirsty swords and a few other historical dates
are wrong. Any other technical data in the book are very sketchy
and incomplete and it could at best serve as an introduction to
novice collectors. But this iz besides the point. The real value
of the book is the 60 odd plates, part in color, part in black and
white showing swords and swordiittings, especially tsuba on quite
good photographs, including thcir mei. Thus it makes a lot of
material available for viewing and study which is normally not
available to Western collectors. For that reason I have obtained
an extra copy which will be placed in the JSS/US library for the
membership. I hope that members find it of interest. I myself
did find that I own a pendant piece to one of the tsuba shown there.
This alone made my day and made me to overlook the many socialogical
and political theories expressed in the volume.

I also hear from the Hamburg Art Museum that Mr. Shinkichi
Hara's "Meisters" are being reprinted and updated and are scheduled
to appear by the end of 1981. As soon as I have the appropriate
information I will let the membership know where it can be obtained.

i# * ¥* # #

23.






NEWS cont’'d.

Under the Firearms and Swords Law, a person who discovers
a sword which has aesthetic value is obligated to apply to the
Agency for Cultural Affairs for registration (the paperwork 1s
delegated to the prefectural boards of education). On the other
hand, permission for ownership of swords other than these must
be obtained from the local prefectural public safety commissions.
The three persons were arrested for unlawful possession because,
even though they were not the discoverers, they had applied
for registration making a pretense of being the disoverers.

However, the Metropolitan Police have uncovered the route
followed by the "counterfeit antique swords™, leading from
swordsmiths in the Kyushu area to sword brokers in Osaka and
thence to sword brokers in Kanagawa, Okayama and elsewhere.
The three persons arrested at this time were extremely close
to this route, and the Metropolitan Police are seeking to find
out their connections with the "counterfeit antique sword" .

At the present time, there are 280 swordsmiths in the entire
country, but under the guidance of the Agency for Cultural Affairgc,
each one is allowed to produce only two swords per month. How-
ever, many of the swordsmiths can derive an income of only about
¥100,000 for making one new sword, and it is said that some sword-
smiths illegally channel to sword brokers their "prototype"
swords which are trial-manufactured for the purpose of making
official new swords. The ultimate source of the "counterfeit
antique swords" being investigated at this time is said to be
these "prototypes”.

Several associations such as the Japan Antique Sword Preserva-
tion Society have specialists who appraise swords and issue
certificates of authenticity, ranking them in several categories
according to their artistic value. This is done in order to
certify the value of an antique sword and to serve as a criterion
for their distribution. The counterfeit group was forging the
names of swordsmiths of the Edo period on new swords, rusting
the blades to a suitable degree, and forging the "certificates”
issued for authentic antique swords so that they would fit the

dimensions and descriptions of the counterfeited swords.

The Preservation Society said: "Counterfeits with forged
certificates have occasionally been brought to us. If this
goes on, it will affect the authority of the certificates. We
have just published a warning in our publication to allert our
members, who number some 10,000 all over the country.

Nichi Bei Times, San Francisco, Wednesday, July 8, 1981

..... .The following is a second follow-up article pertaining
to this problem. '



NEWS cont'd.

COUNTERFEIT ANTIQUE SWORDS
GANSTER ORGANIZATIONS ALSO ACTIVE BEHIND THE SCENES
THEY APPROACH APPRAISAL ORGANIZATIONS
"CERTIFY AUTHENTICITY", THEY DEMAND WITH THREATS

(Tokyo) Ganster organizations have been bringing swords
of negligible value to the appraisal committee of the Japan
Antique Sword Preservation Society (Yoyogi, Tokyo) and obtain-
ing provisional certificates of authenticity by threatening to
harm the appraisers unless they certify the swords to be valu-
able. Subsequently to this, when the Society refused to issue
the final documents and certification was not forthcoming, in-
timidations by telephone continued to pur in every day. The
Society lodged a complaint with the Yoyogi Branch of the Metro-
politan Police Department, which is investigating the matter
as a case of intimidation. Separately from this, the Depart-
ment 1s also investigating the matter of "counterfeit Antique
Swords", in which swords of contemporary workmanship are passed
off and so0ld as vintage antique swords. Metropolitan Police
strongly suspect that these organizations of gangsters are
involved in the organizations which fabricate and sell the
counterfeit antique swords and that they are selling them at
high prices by means of certificates obtained by intimidation,
using the proceeds as a source of finances. Police are now
investigating their connections with the counterfeiting organ-
ization.

The investigation has revealed that a case of intimidation
occurred at the appraisers’ committee which met on March 29 and
30 of last year in a Shinto shrine in Fukuoka city. Four apprais-
ers went there from the headquarters of the Japan Antique Sword
Preservation Society and investigated some 400 antique swords
submitted by sword owners in the Kyushu area. The swords were
divided into five ranks ranging from "Especially Important Swords"”
to "Valuable Swords".

At this time, persons connected with gangster organizations
came from Fukuoka, Kumamoto, Hyogo and Yamaguchl prefectures,
bringing with them altogether 25 swords. The results of the
investigation showed that almost all of them were counterfeit
antique swords, and the appraisers attempted to remove them from
the appraisal process.. Thereupon some of the persons connected
with the gangster organizations brought two of their underlings
into the appraisal hall, where they prowled around behing the
backs of the appraisers and obstructed the consultations, utter-
ing threats such as: "We won't let you go home safely unless
you issue certificates™, and "We will chop you up with this
sword". Others connected with the gangster organizations wear-
ing battle uniforms gathered within the grounds of the shrine,
and the ordinary sword owners who came to the appraisal committee
reportedly had to enter the hall with fear and trembling.

The appraisers, sensing danger to thelr persons in such an
atmosphere, extricated themselves from the dangerous situation
by issuing provisional certificates to some of the swords which
they werc pressured to certify, and then went back Lo Tokyo.
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NEWS cont'd.

However, they subsequently refused to issue official certificates
for the 25 counterfeit antique swords which were brought in by
the persons connected with the gangster organization, and they
notified their owners to this effect. Angered by this, members
of the gangster organizations in Hyogo prefecture began to make
almost daily telephone calls to the Society. WManaging Director
Tomitaro Koizumi and other officials were threatened in the follow-
ing words: "Shut up and issue the certificates. If you don't,
look out for your grandchildren!", "We carried heavy swords all
the way down to Kyushu. Why not certify at least one of them?"
For this reason, the Society made recordings of the contents of
the telephone calls and lodged a complaint of intimidation with
the Yoyogi Police. The police investigation showed that all
those who had intimidated the appraisers were leaders, members,
or persons with close ties to a gangster organization having its
sphere of influence in the Kansai and Kyushu areas.

The connections between these persons connected with the
organizations of gangsters and the recently arrested Haruka
Onimaru (48) and others involved in the counterfeit antique
sword group are not clear as yet, but police believe it entirely
conceivable that the counterfeit antique swords emanating from
Onimaru and his group could have been disseminated to the group
of gangsters, since their group's main base was in the Kansail
and since the counterfeit antique swords had also been circulat-
ing in Kyushu.

The ivestigation has shown that considerable numbers of
antigue swords are possessed by gangster groups and that some
gangster groups make profits by buying and selling swords. Counter-
feit antique swords in particular are an excellent way for
gangsters to realize profits, since & sword which originally
costs a few hundred thousand yen will be worth several million
yen if it has a "certificate" proving its artistic value. The
First Security Section of the Metropolitan Police Department
suspects that they brazenly intimidated the appraisers of the
Japan Antique Sword Preservation Society because they wished
somehow to obtain certificates so that they could sell the swords
&t a high price and obtain a source of finances for their
organization.

Nichi Bei Times, San Francisco, Saturday, July 11, 1981.
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BIRMINGHAM 1982 -

The next Southeast Token Kai show will be held the weekend
of February 12, 13, 14, 1982. Paul Couch has mentioned that
John Yumoto plans on attendlng this show. In anticipation, John
has requested that members send in any questions which they
would like him to discuss at lecture. Therefore, please send
in your questions (or topics youwish discussed) to Paul Couch .

HAWLEY BOOK AVATLABLE NOW -

Willis Hawley (SouthernCalifornia Sword Club) has advised us
that his new book of Japanese swordsmiths isavailable for
ordering.This new book contains the most complete 1isting of
swordsmithsanywhereandcontainssome32,000names!Thisis
more than double the number of smiths listed inhis first book. The
new book is hard bound, 8% x11 inch format, 1,100 pages.

Price is a nominal $75. 00plus$2 50postageU S.,Canada and
3. 50 other foreign.If "special handling" is requested, add
1.50 to the postage .IMPORTANT: The Societywill not handle this
book--order themdirect fromMr.Hawley at:

I asked about foreign air deliver and Mr. Hawley discouraged
this due to costs. Foreign air (to Australia for example) would
cost $35 for shipping. Is it worth it?...that is up to you.

To our newer members unfamiliar with this book, it is an absolute
must if you are to "get into” swords at all. Hawley (at the

age of 85!) says "it will not be reprinted”....so order your

copy promptly. Again, ORDER DIRECT FROM MR. HAWLEY.

ROBINSON'S BOOK AVATILABLE -

The Society has purchased a limited number of the book,
The Arts of the Japanese Sword, B. W. Robinson, 1978 printing.
Rather an "01ld Standard", it has been stocked due to the many
requests of members. It is available FROM THE SOCIETY. Price
is: $30.00 postage paid (additional $7.00 for foreign air).

TANTO BOOK AND TRANSLATION -

Our supply of Tanto books from Japan has not yet been
received plus our translatlon needs reprinting (and retyping).
Therefore, please DO NOT PLACE ANY FUTURE ORDERS UNTIL AVAIL-
ABILITY IS ANNOUNCED IN THE NEWSLETTER. Hopefully availability
will be announced next issue.

NIHONTO NEWSLETTER REPRINT -

No news on this project. The cost estimate announced last
issue has demanded some discussion of the project, to be taken
care of during a planned Officers meeting to be held in Chicago
during the TGS show. Perhaps to hold down costs, the reprinting
will be offered "loose leaf” allowing members to bind them asg
so fits their needs..... not a bad idea plus a savings of $20+
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NIHONTO cont'd.

per issue savings to the buyer. The two-volume set as issued
last reprinting look beautiful, but personally, my origimal cet
is loose leaf, spiral bound by year making it very easy to use.
Money has been released from our Certificate to handle this
project so with some luck, it will become a reality soon after
our meeting in Chicago in several weeks. The membership will
be kept advised of the progress on this project.

1980 SOCIETY BULLETIN -

My apologies for the continued delay in putting out this
edition (to be called 1980-81 Bulletin) but demands on my time
have made its publication impossible at this time. It will be
forthcoming but when.....this year hopefully. Because of my
lack of available time as editor of the Newsletter, the editor-
ship of the Bulletin will be turned over to a new Editor pend-
ing approval of the Officers. A formal announcement on this
will be made next issue of the Newsletter.

LIBRARY ADDITIONS -

Auction Catalogue for the coming Robert Haynes, Ltd.
sword and kodogu auction. The coming catalogue plus
future catalogues promise to be fine and informative
additions to our library which will reflect prices for
the membership.

Das Schwert des Samurai - a copy of this new book, with
German text but well 1llustrated, has been placed in the
Society library as a gift from Mr. Klaus Leibnitz of
Gemunden/Main, West Germany. Our thanks to Mr. Leibnitz
for his interesting gift.

DR. HOOPES BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY ~

JSS/US's first Life Member, the late Dr. Thomas Hoopes

of St.Louls, has remembered the Society in his Will by plac-
ing his doctorate's thesis on the sword {written back in the
mid 1%20s) into the care of the Society. The Society is very
grateful to Mrs. Hoopes for seeing that Tom's request has been
honored. More on this matter after the text has been reviewed
and its availability for loan determined. Tom was one of our
01d Guard and his bequest reflects his love for the success of
our organization.

HAYNES LTD. AUCTION CATALOGUE -

A recent visit with Bob Haynes coupled with several conver-
sations since, has brought forth great interest in the up-coming
auction which Bob is producing. This auction will have the
greatést number of koto swords ever to be made available at one
time, plus an over-abundance of other items that many will be
carried over into the next auction. Thé catalogue, because of
the many fine swords and fittings being presented, will not
only be a good auction catalogue, but will be a fine reference
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HAYNES cont'd.

works for all of us. There are enough swords represented that
they will be presented chronologically, by school! Several
Juyo rated swords, tachi from Kamakura times, enhance this
fine presentation. A subscription to this catalogue (plus
future ones) has been placed in the library, but personal
coples are encouraged too.

NEW FORMAT TO BE USED IN NEWSLETTER-

As was probably noted, this issue of the Newsletter has
a new inside front cover-page. Our chairman, Peter Bleed, has
strongly urged that the officers and directors be given some
exposure in each issue. Hopefully the new standardised format
will serve this purpose.

HOTARUMARU -

e Ao

.‘*.;\u

A
Q:

The above 1s a full-sized section of the nakago from the
missing NT blade by Rai Kunitoshi. This oshigata was made
years ago by Mr. Yasaburo Honami, grand father of Mr. Koji
Honami, during a visit to the Aso shrine. Mr. Koji Honami
is a good friend of Mr. Sato and is the one who supplied us
with a copy of this oshigata. Unfortunately the full length
oshigata could not be printed in our publication. 1If anyone
would wish to borrow this full-sized, full length oshigata,
simply contact the Newsletter. The size of the nakago alone
measures 13-3/4 inches {for those having trouble with the
metric dimension.)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE-The closing date for material intended for the next Newsletter will be:
NOVEMBER 28, 1981
All material intended for inclusion in this issue must be in the hands of the editor by this date.

S
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PAID ADVERTISING

K. E. SKAFTE Nykobing F Denmark

Specialist in Books on Arms and Armor

Illustrated catalogue (J) available

As long as our stock lasts you arc¢ welcome to have
B.W.ROBINSON: JAPANESE SWORD FITTINGS
volume 7 from the Baur Collection for 140 USS + postage

ceeesses and we pack wellt

BRG. TRADY MARK

3 3t 3 3 3 3 30 3 3 3 30 3 3 3 30 3 36 330 3 3 3030 3 36 3 3 33030 3 3 30 30 3 3 3 3030 3 3 330 030 3 3 330 333

ATTENTION SWORD COLLECTORS

I have started a Newsletter with accurate descriptions,
photographs and oshigata of quality, big named swords
which I or my acquaintances have available for sale. If
you wish to receive this Newsletter and to see swords
offered through it, please contact:

Robert Cole

36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 38 16 38 36 3036 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 30 36 3 3 30 36 3 36 36 346 3 I 3 330 30 16 3 3 30 3 3330 23030303

WANTED TO BUY

WWII gunto blades. Army, Navy and Marine mounted.
Must be excellent or better condition. I can use your
reject military blades. Contact:

ﬂ(‘f};‘)w,
X “ UT!u

.y:rw S, ETC.
?‘.“.... g - l,

THOMAS M. RYAN

3 3 36 3 30 3 3030 3 3 30 3 30 30 3 30 3 30 3 30 3 30 3 36 3 36 336 30 30 30 3030 33030 3 30 3 36 3 36 30 30 30 3 30 3 3 33 33
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AN IMPORTANT JAPANESE
SWORD AND FITTING SALE

to include armor, books, and related items of quality
all additional consignments will be considered

Please Send Detailed Description:

oshigata or photographs for a free appraisel
or phone consultation to

Bob Haynes

Preview at Miyako Hotel, S.F.
NOVEMBER 13, 14, 15, 1981
Write or Call for Details

Catalogue mailed to subscribers October, 1981

Subscription $20.00 per year (overseas $25.00) including prices
realized. :

Catalogue to contain a kokuho blade, one or more juyo blades, a
Taema Kuniyuki tachi, a Yukihiro, and fine fittings and books

ROBERT E. HAYNES LTD.

our standard commission rate is 10% on all sold lots
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