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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS -~

By this time every member of the Society should had received
a packet of information pertaining to the ratification of the
proposed revised constitution and by-laws of the JSS/US. Hopefully,
by this date, everyone has taken the time to read the revised
documents and returned the all-important ballot approving or
disapproving the proposed changes. The letter from your Chair-
man, included in this packet, explained the reasoning behind
the revisions. Obviously, the officers and directors of the
Society urges the acceptance of these revisions and are strong-
ly convinced that the new documents will make the JSS/US a more
workable organization.

"If anyone has not returned this ballot as instructed in the
packet of information, please do so immediately. Everyone's
cooperation in this important matter will be greatly appreciated.

1983 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER -

The Society Membership Roster has gone modern thanks to the
help of member Lee Jones. The entire roster has been placed on
a computer by Lee, thus saving many hours of retyping each year.
Not only a time saving move, a prompt January distribution of the
up-to-date roster will be realized in the future. Each member is
asked to check their entry and advise the Newsletter of any error
in the listing. Again, a public "thanks" to Lee is in order.

1983 SUPPLY LISTING -~

A new supply list was intended to be included with this
mailing but personal obligations have made it impossible to get
the 1list completed. The 1list will be firmed up in time for a
distribution along with the next publication of the Newsletter.
The list will be somewhat expanded this year if all goes well,
and prices will remain at a minimum for the membership.
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NEW MEMBERS

The Society has peaked at slightly more than 700 members at
this mailing. We will lose around 10% at this time to drop-outs
but still this is a real accomplishment for the JSS/US to achieve
such a goal in membership. The following new members are to be
welcomed into the societyat this time:

Hotko,Dana J.,
O'Reilly,WilliamR.,
Multerer, Terry,
Rhoney, Joseph,

Herr, Albert,

Grant, Kevin,
Okusako, Tony,
Mosley, Rick,

Oliver, James M.,
Martin, CharlesA.,Jr.
Welsh, Chuck,
Nakamura, Tracy,
Pressley,AllanH.,
McGrath, Terhune J.,
Abbott,WalterB.,
Evans, Gary,
Safer,WilliamS.,
Barker,Arnold G.,Jr.,
Sanford, Christopher,
Camacho,Henry,
Bates, JohnD.,
Ploplys, Saulis,

Dr.Junji Homma, Nippon Bi jutsu Token Hozon Kyokai, (Honorary
Member)



DR. HOMMA PRESENTED WITH HONORARY MEMBERSHIP -

As announced in the last issue of the Newsletter, Dr. Homma
was asked to accept Honorary Membership in the JsS/US. A formal
certificate has been sent to Dr. Homma, signed by the JSS/US
Chairman, Mr. Bleed and embossed with the Society seal. A copy
of this document is reproduced below.

Japanese Sword Society of the United States, Inc.

. ‘Whereas, Dr. Junjt Homwma has advanced. the knowldge
of the Japanese sword by his wnitiative,his devotiovi,and
Tis winstintivig service,and,whtereas ,.Dr, Junjt Homma
fas alforded mewibers of Hhis society advice, counmsel,
fr E&M his sgwqooiﬁetlc evition, ancC,

Whereas, Ju%ji Howima. is the pre-emivient authority
on the avts of the Japanese sword ~

Be it vesolved that this Soaet% extends the
%mti{uofé and esteernt of its memt

ers and grants
onorary Mewnbersirip i this Socidy to v .

FOR THE MEMBERSHIP AND OFFIC‘E}\

Many of us were saddened recently to hear of the death of a
long-time sword buddy, Mr. Leo Norman. Leo was not a member of
the JSS/US, but was a founding father of the Chicago Token Study
Group, and was a familiar face at all the shows for many, many
years. Leo died February 13th at the age of seventy-two. He
will be missed by all who knew him as a fellow sword collector
and a good friend.

OBITUARY -



JSS/US BULLETIN EDITOR. RESIGNS ~

Arnold Frenzel has advised the officers and directors of
his resignation as editor of the society annual, the Bulletin.
A number of problems caused this resignation, most outstanding
being the lack of material, and the negative response from those

advanced members approached for worthy articles for inclusion in
the publication.

Although the Society is presently without an editor for
the Bulletin, hopefully, the material which is already in-hand
will be coordinated and put together so that an issue of the
Bulletin can be produced for this year. Meanwhile, the officers
and directors will be considering nominations for a new editor
for this annual (occassional) publication of the society. Material
for the Bulletin is still needed and anyone wishing to submit
material should do so by sending it to the Newsletter until such
time that a new Bulletin editor is found.

SWORD FESTIVAL AND RAFFLE -

The Northern Cglifornia Japanese Sword Club, Inc., will be
holding a Marin Samurai Sword Festival from August 15th through
September 9th, 1983. Many activities will be presented including
the forging of swords by Mr. Yoshindo Yoshihara, habaki and shira-
zaya making, and many other such activities related to the sword.

Associated with this affair, as a money-raiser, a raffle will
be held with the prize being a specially forged blade, a replica
of the famous, often illustrated, "Hochi Masamune" tanto. The
copy will be forged for the event by Mr. Yoshihara. The drawing
will be held on September 9th (one does not need be present to
win). Raffle tickets are available for $5 per ticket. Tickets
can be purchased direct from Mr. John Yumoto or from our Newsletter
if so desired. John's address is:

JAPANESE SWORD EXHIBITS -

: The Sacramento Japanese Sword Club (Sacramento, California)
will hold its 6th annual meeting/exhibit on August 2?th and 28thof
this year at the Sacramento Garden and Art Center, 3330 Mc-Kinley
Blvd., Sacramento, California, from 10am-5pm - free admiss-ion.
For further details, contact Ken Sawitzky (see roster).

Another significant sword exhibition will be presented at the
annual St.Louis Botanical Garden Japanese Festival, to be held June
18th through the 26th. The festival is an impressive event
(with most activities scheduled for the weekends) and the
Japan-ese garden (largest in the Americas) is beautiful. If you
areable--do attend. For further particulars contact: Missouri
Botanical Gardens,






.. BIRMINGHAM cont’d.

Dean Hartley sensei John Yumoto

A real highlight of the show was the exhibit of swords which

was set up in a special room on Saturday afternoon. Nine blades
were laid out for in-hand study. All of the swords were master-
pieces and it was truly an education to not only see, but to be
able to handle such works of art. Of particular interest was the
ko-Bizen (actually Heian period) tachi by Sukehira. This blade
was found several years ago in such damaged condition that the
edge more resembled a saw blade! Back from a new polish (by a
National Treasure polisher), the sword has been saved and was
able to be enjoyed once again in all its glory.

The Sukehira tachi blade which was
a masterpiece sword made around
980 years ago (circa 1004). The
blade is expected to go Juyo in the
near future. The mounting is of
Daimyo quality and is adorned with Nagamaki-naoshi blade
wisteria mon. by Bizen Nagamori, a
student of Bizen Chogi.







1983 - YEAR OF THE BOOKS -

It seems appropriate that 1983 be thought of as the "Year
of the Books" perhaps, considering the number of fine sword books
which have been made available this year. Although somewhat de-
manding with regards to one's bank account, all of the fine sword
books which have been announced in the Newsletter are a "must”
for all sword students. Although costly, they quickly pay for
their cost by the knowledge derived from them.

Dave Scott and the late Albert Yamanaka teamed up to pro-
duce the noteworthy publication, Teiryo Yoji. This publication
is a translation of the famous work by the late Honami Koson in
1932. A special prepublication offer is being made by Dave in
the amount of $300 per copy. The enclosed flyer fully explains
the signhificance of this fine publication, its origin and its
contents. The flyer is printed on the same paper stock and is
the same quality printing as the finished text. The printing
will be a limited quantity and will surely be a quick sell-out.
Members are urged to take advantage of this special prepublicat-
ion offer and place their order for a copy today. Again, the
enclosed flyer explains the details relative to this book.

Nihonto Zuikan; Koto-hen - Another highly recommended book
for purchase. Many member already own the shinto volume of this
book and are familiar with the quality and usefulness of it. The
koto volume is every bit as fine as the earlier volume and contains
over 1,000 oshigata illustrations of koto smiths. Many lesser
koto smiths are represented along with the most famous ones, mak-
ing the book most useful for research of more commonly found
swords of the early koto period. The Society will be offering
this book as a service to the membership for the most reasonable
price of $200, postage paid. Orders should be directed to
gss/us SUPPLIES PO box 4387, Grasso Plaza Branch, St.Louis, MO

3123.

Yumei Koto Taikan - Another fine book illustrating both
oshigata and photographs of over 800 koto smith's works, it is
of great importance to the collector. Although similar to the
Zuikan edition, more of the famous smiths are represented in this
book than are illustrated in the Zuikan. It is a personal opinion
that the two books compliment one another--both are useful and
are a "must" for any sword library. This book will also be made
available to the membership direct from JSS/US SUPPLIES for the
reasonable price of $200 per copy.

Nihonto Newsletter reprint - A reprint project of the JSS/US,
and a huge success, a few copies (perhaps a dozen at this writing)
remain. Price remains $90 per three-volume set U.S./Canada, $100
all others (plus $10 for non-JSS/US members).

So--the above recommends a cash outlay of some $790 for our
members! It sure is fun spending other peoples money. Seriously,
all of these books are highly recommended for all members. They
do demand some significant money outlay but, once out of print,
they will cost 30%-50% more. Consider them an investment in your
education, which in turn--in reality--is an investment in your

estate by way of your collection. Act today--
9.



WAKIZASHI BY DEWA DAIJO KUNIMICHI
oshigata by Coleman & Quirt, Ltd.

SUGATA - Wakizashi in shinogi-zukuri form (with ridgeline)

HAMON -

KITAE -

NAKAGO-

slightly sakizori (deepest part of curvature set
down slightly past the middle of the blade, towards
the kissaki or tip of the sword). Chu-gissaki (long
‘kissaki or tip). Blade length (cutting edge) 47.7cm,
sori 1l.lcm.

Gunome midare (irregular zig-zag mounded pattern) with
nie kuzure (spots of nie above the hamon), sunagashi
(lines of nie along the hamon), ashi.

Itame hada (wood grained) with masame (straight grain)
mixed in with the itame with profuse ji-nie (nie cry-
stals on the jiror surface of the blade). The jigane
(forging of the steel) is slightly course in appearance
as it should be for this smith.

Ubu, signed: DEWA DAIJO FUJIWARA KUNIMICHT.

HORIMONO - Carving is rare on Kunimichi blades but this one

REMARKS

displays a "ken" and a "bonji" on the omote side
and "soe-hi” on the ura side.

- Kunimichi was a student of the Horikawa Kunihiro
group from which most of the fine early shinto
groups branched. There is disagreement among the
experts whether there were iwo or just one generat-
ion of Kunimichi. Known works by Kunimichi span
almost: sixty years with some marked differences
in the mel, leading to the theory of two generat-
ions. Kunimichi is discussed in Nihonto Newsletter
Volume 4 Number 4, page 15.

#* #* #* #* #*

TANTO BY CHOGI

oshigata by Coleman & Quirt, Ltd.

SUGATA - tanto in hirazukuri form (flat without ridge), koshi-

HAMON

KITAE

zori, mitsu-mune (three sided mune or top edge). Blade
length 19.8cm with 1mm sori.

Gunome (mounded zig-zag) tending to be grouped in twos
forming what is known as "Chogi's ears" pattern. The
hamon is sprinkled with nie. Boshi is pointed and has
a long kaeri (return}.

Itame (wood grained) sprinkled with nie (crystals).
There is a great deal of yubashiri (bands of temper)
and chikei (bright lines of kinsugi within the ji or
surface of the blade).

10.
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KANESADA 11TH GENERATION
oshigata by G. F. Bailey

SUGATA

I

Wakizashi, shinogi-zukuri (with ridgeline), torii-zori
(even curvature) of 0.90mm. O-kissaki (long pointed).
Narrow shinogi-ji (surface above the shinogi). Shinogi
is slightly raised (the blade is more thick along the
shinogi line). Jigane cross-section shows sukunashi
(1ittle "meat" or roundness). Medium ihore-mune (medium
hight two-sided mune or top edge). Very slight taper

to the blade.

NAGASA 49.5cm blade length (cutting edge), 16cm nakago length.

HAMON

Suguha of fine nioi (fine crystal structure along a
straight temper patter) with ko-nie (small type nie
crystals). Boshi (pattern in the tip) is O-maru with
long turn back (large, rounded pattern with turn back
down the mune edge).

KITAE

Loose mokume (burl grain pattern) becoming tight masame
(straight forging pattern) near hamon (tempered edge).
A very beautiful combination!

NAKAGO

Ubu (original), one ana (hole). Tang gently tapers

to katayama end (as shown). Very slight sori (curva-
ture), marumune (rounded back) with suji-chigai (slant-
ing left) yasurimei (file marks).

z

(omote) IZUMI (NO) KAMI FUJIWARA KANESADA
(ura) OITE ECHIGO KUNI KAMC TSUKURU.

REMARKS -

Kanesada was the son of the 10th generation Kanesada
who was also a swordsmith. This smith used the name
Kanemoto until about 1831. He and his father were

both known for their skillful hada (forging) work which

is guite apparent in the blade illustrated in this
article.

The hamon (tempered edge pattern) was usually suguha
(straigh%) or gunome (mounded zig-zag).

Although generally associated with Iwashiro Province,
Kanesada spent some time practicing his art in Echigo
Province (as stated on this particular sword). He is
rated "Ju-saku" by Fujishiro with his primary working
period being during Meiji Period (1868-1911).

REFERENCES - Fujishiro Shinto-hen, page 64

Hawley List of Swordsmiths, reference KAN-2038

Shibata Shinshinto Nyumon, page 201

13.
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BUY-SELL-TRADE ITEMS -

This section 0f the Newsletter is offered as a FREE service

to the membership, providing an opportunity to advertise for
specific needs or to announce items available for sale or for
trade. Ads should be kept brief and not too elaborate. Busi-
ness ads are not allowed. Direct ad copy to the Newsletter.

® FOR SALE - Tachi, ko Etchu NORISHIGE. 74.2cm blade with
bo-hi. Strong masakawa hada, silver tachi
mountings, excellent polish. Signed NORISHIGE.
Contact: Fred Pochelle

® FOR SALE - 18-plate blue lacquered gawa suji kabuto. Three
lame shakuro. Late 18th c., kind of ugly but
real. $350; Matching mempo $250 or $490 1lot.
Handsome late Edo suit of armor, mixed but com-

lete with iron yoshi school Myochin suji kabuto

gz,USO. 16th c. iron one piece Spanish or Portu-
gese helmet. $350 plus shipping. For photos,
Contact: Roger Dunn

® FOR SALE -~ Kendo Gu, older set of two, $400.
Contact: Allan McKelvy

® FOR SALE - Daito, 2nd generation KINMICHI w/kiku (KI-46).
Birdhead tachi w/mon; mumei Shinshinto tanto,
mtd.; Daido tanto (DA-15); Naminohira Yasutsugu,
sue-koto, naval mnts. Consider trade on kabuto.
Contact: Ed Hicks III

® FOR SALE - "Prison sword" as described in 14/6 Newsletter.
Katana, naval mnts., by MASAHIRO, polisher Hatsue-
mon. Also, 303" katana, mumie, suriage, fair
polish, large dragon horimono, marked sori, koto.
Contact: Dale Douberly

® FOR SALE - Nine gendai blades, send S.A.S.E. for list
Contact: G. F. Bailey

® FOR SALE - Two swords, gunto army officers, signed, dated,
near mint. Wakizashi, blade only, KIYOMITSU,
plus three undefined characters. Blade worth
polishing. Trade or best reasonable offer.
Contact: Gilbert Moody

15.



BUY-SELL-TRADE cont'd.

® FOR SALE - Katana, 29", excellent polish, SOSHU JU AKIHIRO
(AK26), Oei 7, O-itame/ﬁokome hada, hitatsura
yakiba, horimono of bonji. Katana and gunto
koshirae. Price: $5,000
Contact: John DeNora

®FOR SALE - Katana, 29%", slight sori, mumei, no koshirae,
two-piece habaki only. Needs polish. Will
trade for nice tsuba.
Contact: Phil Davis

® FOR SALE -~ Several wakizashi, katana, in shirazaya mostly.
Fine selection of menuki, tsuba. Write for list
and pictures.
Contact: Ron Hartmann

Kodzuka of good Goto or Waki Goto quality, raised
gold dragon(s) on silver or shibuichi waves. Also
need Token Bijutsu issues for 5/77, 7/77, 7/78 and
7/79. Contact: Earle J. Stone

® WANTED

©® WANTED Sasama's 3-volume set on kabuto; Compton's book;
quality armour and masks, kabuto.

Contact: Ed Hicks III

|

One pair of kusari-haidate (mail thigh guards),
russet color, any condition.
Contact: PO Box 58

® WANTED

® WANTED

Fuchi-kashira, shakudo/nanako depicting shishi with
gold spots; kashira, shakudo waves with gold dots;
kogai, small - 5" long x 5/16" wide, iron with Higo
motif in gold. ( ’

Contact: G.F.Bailey

® WANTED Information on showa period smith signing SEKI (no)
JU MINAMOTO YOSHISADA. Not in Hawley.

Contact: Richard Stein

® WANTED - Oshigata and information on KOREKAZU (KOR-100 & 101).
Also, Bizen Gensaemonjo SUKESADA (SUK-804).

Contact: Allan McKelvy



BUY-SELL-TRADE cont'd.

® SERVICES - Mr. Kuzan Oda, polisher/knifemaker, has offered
his expertise in deciphering oshigata, explaining
the significance, meanings and stories surrounding
kodogu. He has found that many American collect-
ors are unaware of the interesting stories the in-
fluenced types of kodogu over the years. It is
his hope that, by this service, he will advance
the understanding of Japanese swords and kodogu
in our society. Of course this service is free.
Contact: Mr. Kuzan Oda

® SERVICES - Habaki making, seppa making, menuki reproductions
cast and originals made. Custom basis by pro-
fessional jewelers from gold, silver, copper, etc.
Contact: Don Polzien

SERVICE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION -

Several members have asked for the name of someone who has
the ability to repair same' covered saya. Also, the repair of
shark skin (navy) saya. Anyone having knowledge of such a person
who might be able to do such repairs, with a degree of quality,
should contact the Newsletter with this information.

MUSEUM CATALOGUE AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM SOCIETY. -

The museum catalogue, Living National Treasures of Japan,
published in conjunction with the traveling Ningen Kokuho Exhi-
bition presently appearing at the Japanese-American Cultural
and Community Center in Los Angeles through May 1st, is now
available from the JSS/US. The catalogue is a quality print-
ing bound in heavy paper cover, 286 pages weighing about 2%
pounds. The illustrations show the works of various artists
including ceramics, lacquer, cloth, swords, etc. It is a very
beautiful and interesting catalogue and would certainly prove
of interest not only to sword and tsuba students, but to anyone
interested in seeing examples of the many other traditional
crafts of Japan. Ten pages are devoted to blades, four to
tsuba, two of which show the stages in making a Higo tsuba.

The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston did not have copies on
hand when contacted earlier, but the Art Institute in Chicago
did have a stock on hand. The Society purchased a small number
for resale at a discounted price. This savings will be passed
on to the membership. Catalogues are available at $19.00 post
paid via Book Rate mail. Due to the weight of the catalogue,
no foreign air shipment can be offered. Place your order direct
from JSS/US SUPPLIES -

17.



FACT OR FICTION

by Robert C. Corella

I have often read of a World War Two film that shows a

Japanese sword cutting through a machine gun barrel,

Inami

Hakusui and B.W.Robinson both mention the event in their books

about Japanese swords.

Robinson even tells us that in the 17th

century Hankei was so skilled in swordmanship that he was able

to cut through a gun barrel!

And of course, we have all heard

of how cutting test were also occasionazlly conducted on iron
plates according to Henri L. Joly in his book entitled The

Sword and Same'.

Hakusui states in his book how once a test

was made to determine which was more efficient, a helmet by

Kotetsu or a sword made by Kiyomitsu.

He also tells of another

story concerning Kotetsu in which one of his blades chipped
off a large piece from a stone lantern without any damage to

the blade!

Many of these stories seem too incredible to belleve! But
the film showing the cutting of a gun barrel gives these stories

some credibility.

As a side note, it was a Kanemoto (nidai)}

blade which was reported to have cut the gun barrel in two.
Anyway, while glancing through an old issue of the magazine
"Leatherneck”, (December 1971), I came across a story concern-
ing a Samurai sword that was used during the Vietnam War. The
article you are about to read will give even more claim to the

superior cutting power of the Samurail sword.

Samural Sword

Many Marines have unusual or
unique hobbies that make colorful
stories, but few can claim that their
hobby has saved their lives,

One such man is Sgt George J.
Weaver, a Japanese adopted by an
American family and an avid student
. of the ways of the ancielit- aamural
warriors. .

Now a naturalized American citi-
zen and a membér of Marine Air
Control Group (MACG)-38, Weaver
established a reputation for himself
®uring a four-and-a-half-year tour
in Vietnam. The reputation began
.with his insistence on carrying a
\amura.i sword everywhere he went,

,His Marine buddies may have first
thpught the sword an unnecessary
piéce of equipment to carry on their
Combined Action Platoon’s (CAP)
patrols, but events that followed
soon changed their minds. It was on
one of these patrols that he and his
team almost got caught in a trap.

Following tracks made by the tire-
soled “Ho Chi Minh" sandals fre-
quently used by NYA and VC units,
Weaver and his team suddenly froze
when they spotied an enemy soldier
20 feet away, armed with a grénade
launcher. The NVA was leaning
against a “tree and had not yet
spotted the Marines.

Weaver drew hia sword, slipped
his M-16 on full automatic and indi-
cated to his team to get ready since
there was obviously more than one
enemy soldier in the area.

Suddenly Weaver’s radio crackled
noisily. The NVA turned and fired.
Luckily, the grenade had not trav-
eled far enough to ignite its fuse.

Weaver slashed at the NVA and
hit the grenade launcher with his
aword. At the same time, the other
Marines threw the hand grenades
they had readied earlier and then
jumped for cover as explosions
rocked the dense foliage.

Weaver called for fire support and,
after what seemed like years, the
first mortar rounds started coming
in. The enemy quickly departed.

18.

Later, when the CAP patrol was
safely back within the confines of
the village, someone asked, “How did
you get that, Weaver 7"

Weaver looked down. The grenade
launcher he had hit was stuck to his
sword.

JPAQ, it MAW and MCAS
B! Tore, Calif.



FACT cont'd.

I can only presume that this magazine article is true.
And, if so, then we as collectors are truly collecting fine
cutting weapons. The Samurai sword's cutting power is one
of many reasons it is the best blade ever invented by man.

BIBLIOGRAPHY -

Robinson, B.W., The Arts of the Japanese Sword, 1961, p.42

Hakusui, Inami, The Japanese Sword, Tokyo 1948, pp.148-149

Leatherneck, December 1971, p.78

Joly, Henri L., The Sword and Same', 1913, ppl17, 120

#* # #* # #

EXHIBITION OF JAPANESE ART -

REFLECTIONS OF REALITY IN JAPANESE ART - March 16-May 1
Cleveland Museum of Art - Cleveland, Ohio

This is the first exhibition to focus on
realist traditions in Japanesc art. It
presents the bold, frank, satiric, and often
lighthearted record made by Japanese
artists of peaple and places important to
them, of their amusement at human
foibles, and of their fascination with the
character of remarkable personalities. The
exhibition comprises nearly 140 paintings
and sculptures spanning the archaeologi-
cal age through the nineteenth century.
Included are portraits and caricatures,
narrative illustrations based on classics
and fables, quick sketches and precise
studies of nature. Most works are loans
from temples, shrines, museums, and
private collections in Japan: many are
designated by the Japanese government
as National Treasures and Important Cul-
tural Properties. Significant objects from

~The Cleveland Muscum of Art and other

i American collections complete the exhibi-
tion. Reflections of Reality in Japanese
Art will be shown only at The Cleveland
Museum of Art, where it has been organ-
ized by ShermanE. Lee,directorand chief
curator of Oriental art.

To protect their delicate surfaces of silk
and paper, paintings will be rotated mid-
way through the exhibition. according to
Japanese practice. Between the closing of
the galleries at 6:00 p.m. on April 10 and
their reopening on April 12, all hand-
scrolls will be re-ralled to reveal different
scenes, and some hanging scrolls and
screens will be replaced by alternates.

SWORD TOUR SCHEDULED -~

'John Yumoto will once again conduct his "Samurai Sword and
Culture Tour of Japan", the seventh such tour, departing San
Francisco, Cglifornia October 9th, 1983.

As John has pointed out, perhaps this will be the last of
such tours as the schedule and planning is demanding for him
and he is not sure if he can continue it. The tour is a trip
to remember and is highly recommended. Cost is nominal (slightly
more than $3,000). Three weeks are required for the tour. It
is a busy schedule with many educational activities as can be
found, worked into the schedule.

at
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A HANDSOME NAMBOKUCHC KATANA

This blade is an O-suriage (greatly
shortened) mumei (unsigned) katana -
which measures 73.25cm with a sori
(curvature) of 2.5cm. The hamon

is of sugu-notareha (undulating
straight pattern) with ko-gunome
(small mounded) understructure
composed of a thin, but lusterous
nioi-guchi (nioi line) with ashi
("rats feet" of fine nioi), kinsuji
and chikei. 'The boshi is gunome-.
midare (irregular mounded pattern)
ending in ko-maru (small rounded)
return of niol with much hakikake
(sweeping lines of sunagashi, . strings
of nie). The kitae (forging) is of
a vivid mokume (burl) with ko-mokume,
0-hada and a little itame formation
as well (small burl, large burl and
woodgrained).

This blade is accompanied by both
sayagaki and two origami from Honami -
Koson attributing it to Bizen (no)
kuni Kanemitsu shodai (first gener-
ation). In view of the style of this
katana and recent scholarship it is
thought that it is meant to repre-
sent nidai Kanemitsu (second generat-
ion), known as Enbun Kanemitsu, rather

than DPai Kanemitsu.

The most interesting thing about
this katana is that it was recent-
ly viewed by a knowledgeable Japan-
ese expert. It was the opinion of

this authority that the blade belong-

ed to the Bungo Takada-den in the
style of Tomoyuki. The impression
given was that the blade lacked the
- refined skill Enbun Kanemitsu exhib-
its in his blades. The hada is just
a touch loose and the jigane is thin,
whereas Kanemitsu. used extremely
fine hada and much Jjigane in the
production of his blades. Also,
Enbun Kanemitsu made hi in kake- -
toshi, the hi on this blade is
contemporary to its manufacture
but it is kaki-nagashi, a style-
used by Bungo Tomoyuki. By ex-
amining examples of Den Tomoyuki
in the Bungo-to, Showa Dai-meito .
Zufu, Nihonto Koza Volume 3 and-. - -
Nihon Toko Jiten; Kotohen, one

can see the similarities between
this katana and the style of Tomo-.
yuki, Yukimasa and -Sadayuki.
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ALBUQUERQUE SHINSA PLANS. -

The University of New Mexico is proceeding along with its
plans to host Shinsa 1983 in Albuquerque on July 14th through
the 16th. All items will be given an opinion as to what they
are, school, period, etc., even if a fake signature. A fee of
$30 will be charged per item. If formal origami is issued, the:
fee will be $40 per item papered. This will be a fine time to
get the opinion of the experts on swords which would normally be
.re jected because of a fake signature. Of course, it will also
be an opportunity to have fine swords authenticated. The deposit
form (which will be printed on the reverse of this page, which
can be xeroxed for mailing) should be completed and returned to
the university, along with your deposit, as the form instructs.

3 * * * # * +*

SOME LATE REQUESTS -

@® Peter Bleed resently received a broken sword (three pieces), '
sent to him by a'member, for his use ‘in his microscopic study of
sword blades. It so happened that  the package arrived somewhat
torn and the sender's name and address was lost. Would the sender
of this broken sword please contact Peter and give him your name.

@A late "wanted" ad - Mr. William S. Safer is requesting a
decent sword to begin the collection of .a new member of the-JSS/
US. Perhaps one of the membership would assist Mr. Safer in his
finding a good representative blade. Contact: William S. Safer,

THE "MISSING" REPRINT PAGES. -

' The some forty blank pages in the. Nihonto Newsleiter reprint
which are marked "missing" are not really missing! It has been
discovered that all but three of these pages are simply blanks in
the original set. Three pages were actually missed somehow and
these are being mailed under seperate cover to the reprint buyers.
This was great news for the project staff. So reprint buyers, do
not :be concerned about those blank pages. You didn't miss a thing.

1983 MEMBERSHIP DUES - Members who are late with their dues will
not be receiving this issue of the Newsletter. If any of your
friends question a missing issue--please mention this to them.

—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE—
MAY 21st

All material and ads intended for Inciusion in the next issue of the NEWSLETTER must be
in the hands of the Editor by the above closing date.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 0O ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87131
DIVISION OF CONTINUING EDUCATION AND.COMMUNITY SERVICES 03 TELEPHONE 305-277-2931

. SAMURAT. SWORD SHINSA - 1983
July 14, 15 & 16, 1983

Name: Daytime Telephone: ( )
Address:
City: . State: Zip:
* 1 wish to submit" blades to Shinsa. $10.00/item non-refundable re-

servation fee enclosed (See notes A, B&C).

1 wish to.submit _ . fittings to Shinsa, $10.00/item non-refundable
reservation fee enclosed (See notes A, B & C).

‘

Please sigh me up as a sword show exhibitor and for the lecture series.
$50.00/person enclosed which includes one (1) table at the show (See
note D).

Lecture series oﬁly.. $35.00/person.

Sword Show Exhibitor only. $25.00/table (See note D).

J

NOTES: A. $10.00 deposits are absolutely non-refundable except upon cancellation
of the entire Shinsa by the University.

B. The total evaluation is $40.00/item.: Should an item be papered, an
additional $30.00/item will immediately be due the University on the
date the item is papered.

C. Items received for submission to Shinsa along with the $10.00/item fee
will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.

D. Sword show spectators are admitted free and the public will be invited.

BT D TR L T )
A3 WAL T ey

Please make your room reservations direatlxigith the Sheratomn 0ld Town Inn,

1, omea g any
b WL LR oo
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COLEMAN & QUIRT, LTD.

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING {TEMS

FOR THE NEXT AUCTION.
NEXT
SALE AND PREVIEW
END OF
June
1983
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: INDIVIDUAL CATALOGUES:
(prior to sale)
US & CANADA  $40 a year US & CANADA b12

FOREIGN $55 a year FOREIGN $16

23.
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FOR SALE

Japanese Antiques, including kodogu, tsuba, polearms, armor,
yanone, most anything with the exception of sword blades.

SEND A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS WANTED. INCLUDE SIZE,
PERIOD, CONDITION, SCHOOL, SIGNATURES, TYPE OF MATERIAL AND
ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH WOULD HELP LOCATE THE ITEM
WANTED. ALSO INCLUDE THE PRICE RANGE FOR EACH ITEM. Send
your list and a S.A.S.E. for further information to:

Alan Meaux c/o Ronin Art Productions

33 36 36 363034 36 36 36 36 34 34 333 3 3 33 333 33333 3E 3330 33343 34 3 3 3 33 0 033 330 3R 3 IR

ALBERT YAMANAKA'S
NIHONTO NEWSLETTER
Volumes 1 Through 5, 1968-1972

3rd printing - 1982, A project of the Japanese Sword Society of the U.S., Inc. by permission of
the author.

Hard cover, class “A” library binding in three volumes. 8%2""x11" typed format of approximately 2,000
pages of detailed sword study material covering all schools, periods and provinces.

Special JSS/US Members price: $ 90.00 (within U.S.A))
$100.00 (Canada, all other countries)

Non-Members price: $100.00 (within U.S.A))
$110.00 (Canada, all other countries)

Price includes postage, insurance and packaging costs

Cross-index available Free to all purchasers upon request
Order copies direct from: JSS/US REPRINT .

Payment in U.S. dollars only via international bank check or postal money order please.
Air shipment is available to countries outside the U.S. and Canada at actual air parcel post rates. An
additional $40.00 per set is required if air shipment is requested.

IN CASE YOU HAVE NOT ORDERED YOUR COPY OF THE NIHONTO NEWSLETTER
REPRINT, IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO DO SO TODAY. THE AVAILABLE
SUPPLY IS ALMOST GONE WITH ONLY ABOUT A DOZEN COPIES LEFT AT THIS
WRITING. THIS WILL MOST LIKELY BE THE LAST ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE
REPRINT. 1IT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME,. FIRST SERVED
BASIS ON THE COMING NEW SUPPLY LIST IF SOME COPIES ARE STILL
AVATLABLE AT THAT TIME. A CROSS-INDEX TO THIS SET OF BOOKS WILL
BE MAILED ALONG WITH THE ORDER. '
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‘JAPANESE ART SWORD POLISHER’

KOTOKEN KAJIHARA

R
be I B J) #F

ERtAKKA=TH1#18%
R 092—851—922

BUY - SELL - TRADE
JAPANESE - GERMAN - U.S. - MISCELLANEOUS SWORDS AND DAGGERS
NEXT TEN CATALOGUES $5.00
OVER 100 JAPANESE SWORDS, TANTO, POLEARMS, ETC., AVAILABLE

SWORD STANDS FROM JAPAN WHICH HOLD TWO SWORDS. WOOD
WITH BLACK HIGH GLOSS FINISH - ONLY $25.00

ALL ITEMS SHIPPED FREE 3-DAY INSPECTION ON ALL ITEMS

Life Member
JSS/Us

K.E. SKAFTE Nykobing F Denmark
Specialist in Books on Japanese Arms & Armor. lilustrated
catalogue J available on request.

Ouring the pest two years the American dollar has gained 25-
30% against European currencies, 80 just now it is even more
attractive to buy valuabie old books in Denmark.

Wae currently stock works as MENE Collection 1-2, 1913, and

MOSLE Collection 1-4, 1914, as well as similar rare titles.
What can we do for you? ‘Bestreqards,

s i e B SKAFTE
PP SOSSPP - VOPVPVPVVPFIPVPPIPSEIEY
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Robert E. Haynes, Ltd.

SALE #6

ltems for this sale will have to be received here by April 1, 1983
and have a single lot value of $500.00 each.

PREVIEW: June 1 to June 26 (in San Francisco)
SALE ENDS: Sunday, 9:00 p.m. June 26, 1983

SALE #6

CATALOGUES AVAILABLE JUNE 1, 1983.
SALE ENDS SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1983.

HIGHLIGHTS

Sale #6 will contain a group of very fine and rare bokuto (doctors swords) and
several hundred fine tsuba, including important Edo kinko examples and classical
representative works by most great schools. It will feature a rare sword pistol in
perfect working order once the property of the the Daimyo of Mito, (Tokugawa
Nariaki, 1800-1860). A very fine wakizashi koshirae ensuite of the seven gods of
good fortune and fully signed by Hamano Noriyuki. Also many very fine
woodblock prints and books will be included.

SALE #7

This sale is CLOSED. Consult house if you have single tsuba or fitting lots
with a value of $1,000.00 or more for this sale.

PREVIEW: September 1 to September 25 (in San Francisco)
July 14, 15, 16 in Albuguerque, New Mexico at the Shinsa.

SALE ENDS: Sunday, 9:00 p.m. September 25, 1983

SALE #7

CATALOGUES AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 1, 1983.
SALE ENDS SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 19883.

FEATURING

Several hundred highly important tsuba, menuki, sets of fittings, and a very
important group of tsuba from the Mosle Collection (that were first sold at Park
Bernet N.Y., April 22, 1948). An important dai-sho of shakudo kokuin tsuba fully
signed by Goto Ichijo, contained in the original box of Amiya (Ogura Saemon) the
great Meiji authority and dealer. There will be examples by Shodai Yasuchika,
Umetada Myoju, Sandai Nobuiye, Ichinomiya Nagatsune, Rakuju, Kikkan. Goto
Hojo, Tanaka Kiyotoshi, and many other great artists including fine iron and soft
metal examples by the great Shonai masters. Exceptional menuki and kozuka
including very rare shunga examples. Featuring many important woodblock prints.

SALE #8

Items for this sale can be accepted now. Single lot items
should be at least $100.00 each and be in San Francisco by July 1, 1983.

PREVIEW: December 1 to December 18, 1983
{These dates are subject to change.)
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